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LAz
‘The majority of speakers of 1az live in Turkey, along a narrow sirip of land

[(GEIGER. ev.al. 1959.14, from a 1945 Turkish census) to ten times that number.
‘There are not many Laz speakers in the Soviet Union. The largest number,
[wound 5,000, live in the village of Sarpi. There are very small numbers scatiered
s villages in western Georgia and Abkhazia.

There are three major dialects of Laz: Khopa, Vitse-Arkabe, and Atina
(450 known as Xopian, Vic™-Arkab, Atinian). Their distribution follows a line
iong the Black Sea from northeast to southwest. In most respecls, Vitse-Arkabe
10d Asina are similur t0 each other, and opposed 10 Khopa, though there are
ome respects in which Vitse-Arkabe is closer o Khopa, and the two are

[wposcd to Atina. This is represented schematically in (1), where the double line
nflects greater similarity.

U
() Khopa Vitse-Arkabe  Atina
The dialects do not differ greatly from one another. One major difference
volves the present-day reflexes of Common Kartvelian (CK) “". In consonant
s, CK ' in Khapa and Vitse-Avkabe has een replaced by K’

ina, it has been lost ali *wate
[ Ana 'ari). CK *y’ (outsde clusters)remains only in Khnpn. where it s
ratricted 1o p tion; it is lost in the other diz

iroat': Khopa q'ali, Vitse-Arkabe-Alina ali) (CIIIKOBAVA 1936, 15-18).

The remaining important phonological differences among the dialects
ivolve the frequency with which a particular phonological process is applied

e 14).

There are two major morphological differences involving the formation of
8¢ Future and the formation of evidential verb forms (2.5.4). There are numer-
s kesical differences, the most striking of which can be scen in the pronoun anc
systems (2.3).

There is a large body of published research on the Laz spoken in the. Snvi:
Usion. The majority of this i in Geor
e, Comparatively less work has been done on the dialects spoken in Mcy
leaving many gaps in our information on them.
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Although Laz is an unwritien language, we have the benefit of over 20
‘published collections of texts, spanning a hundred years.
1. PHIONOLOGY
11 Phonemie System!
1.1.1 Vowels. Laz has o simple five-vowel system.

The two front vowels and /a/ are unrounded, the remaining back vowels are
rounded. i mid ront vowel /e is ax,but ranscribed hereafi “e”. All he
Vowels are ith a greater deg
of tension than their English counterparts.
‘When two identical vowels occur together, 3 long vowel may result. Such
sequences arise across morpheme boundaries or because of e loss of an inter
li (para gives pas, ‘There are Iying
long vowels.
When two different gether, under
higher vowel (or front vowel if both are the sime height) is realized as a non-
syllabic, creating a diphihong. Non-syllabic front vowels are realized as (y]. by
vowsls a [w] o [v) (1 is rarly non-sylbic). (Diphihongs also occur when
Iy} Dipluhongs aising because of these
. but there are
Finally, (ronted alluﬂwm: of fol and /u/ are not uncommon, especiallyi
words barrowed from Turkish which contain /3/ and /31, e.g, ki ‘root’,gili
‘rose’. The fronted variants occur mosi often after the velars /k/ and /g/ and se
10 be unstable (both guli and gb/i are found). We often find | 3] and [ ] in nat
L verb forms where the preverbs ¢ = or g = are (allowed by the preroo
vowels 0 and u (underlying /ge = o-1
became night’) (Dum:zu. 1967.12.10).
1.12_Consonants. The consonant system of Laz is by comparison, complex.
There are 29 cansonant phanemes (30, if we count /i, occurring only in loans)
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The stops show a three-way opposition in terms of phonation: voiceless
wpirated., voiced, ized or ejective. Vo sometimes
wooounced without vaicing.

Consonant Chart
Obstruents Resonants
Nencontinuants  Continuants Nas Lig Glide
Vi Vd E Vi vda
Lbio-tabial ~ p b P m
Labio-dental [0) v
Lamino-dental/
alveolar s oz n
stops Cdo
sfficates ¢ 3 «©
1r
EE B
y
kg K
q x Y
h

often realined as  labio-labial.cspecially fllowing elars (c.5. mskva
1952,65, 81). It vari a frica-
ive o 8 glice, bul honologicaly. ther s reaon t syt wi th resonants

i may be reatized s 1] folowng voiceless consonanis (DUMEZIL 1967.1).
Phonemic /1 occurs only in loans (efendi ‘lord, master’). (s often-cited
ocurrence in the Atina word mofi 'l came is a case of regressive assimilation
(ZHGHENT! 1953.66))

“The dental/alveolar obstruents are articulated with the blade of the tongue
i contact with both the upper tecth and the front of the alveolar ridge and thus
e neither purely dental nor purely alveolar. The tip of the tongue rests on the
over teeth.




n I than the other ts and the;
e effect of the lollowing vowel on its articulation. It is articulated with the
body of the tongue toward the front of the mouth.
e
ing. but not touching the alveolar ridge; the sides of the tongue rest on the
Laz ir/ does not have the vibration or tension found in Georgian /r/; it more

(Note that y in texts i
s sometimes used to denole a fronted

preceding palatalized consonant ans
phone of a back vowel.) 1
18Kk, K are fronted when followed w a front vow or glide. A ollowing
front vowel or glide alf dit variants in
1953.105-111) ing postalveolar aflricates in Aua!
(1.4.3) (CINKOBAVA 1936.26-27).
In the formation of the uvulars /x, Y., the uvula is bent towards the front
the mouth. Following front vowels cause a fronted articulation.
1t occurs only in Khopa and only prevocalically. Khopa g’ana *con field:
corresponds 10 ona in the other dialects. In the formation of ¢, the back of the

vula,
he throat. (KIZIRIA \o81a35 s ter Georgian linguists call this 2 pharys-
geal)
1% (less often /3/) is occasionally realized as [y]: this happens most often i)
preverbs (meda =lap-a [meya = tapa] ‘it fell over’) (KUTELIA 1980107,
ZHGHENTT 1953.107).

1.2 Phonotactics
‘Al phonemes can occur in initial position in a word, but in word-final
posiion s fevs osly ot exasa, and he charuems £ 1 Lipin ol
lelnn lht ob: )l grammatical
| 10p'on~s ~n= alks', ap p sulfi).
Mona-morphemic syllables may begin with a vowel. a single consonan, o
& consonant cluster. In Laz, as in the other Kartselian languages, initial chusten!
of two and three consonants are not at all uncommon: the maximum number is




. Syllabl

al clusters are very rare. Examples of word-final clusters | am

e of are all bimorphemic.
The syllable siructure of single morphemes is represented in (2). Only e
el s obligatory. pe or followed by,
ading o larger consonant clusters)
NCiC2VCICH

« Nisanasal.n orm.

« C1 may be a single obstruent or 2 decessive harmonic cluster.Z

= C2isa resonnimost oficn v when both the previous sots are filled
(mskveri *deer).

L
Vis a vowel. (Any vowel in word.
glotal stop)

rare (o have a consonant in position C3.

C4 is may be any consonant, though a resonant is most common word
finally.

al position may be preceded by a

A mucl Iarger number of clusters are permitted morpheme-internally
oss syllables e.g, clusters of It/ + obstruent occur medially. but not nitally:
. ‘one’, korba !omisﬁ](KmuA |’79 KIZ"“A 1980b).
! Some
| M occurs mainly i inital position before a vowe] and does not enter
oy clusers, It is unstable (DUMEZIL. 1967.1).
Y does not s a rule occur in clusters.

are not
Anbic tirough Turkish (DZIMKIA 1974.127) (amma ‘but’, " del'muly. abso-
cly).

13 Suprasegmentols
Very lithe is known about stress in Laz. There is thought (o be one (phonet-
ally weak) main st word, with stressed vowels sl ger, louder,
i higher in pitch. In two-syllable and threc-sylfable words, it generally alls on
e irst syllable. When & verb occurs with a preverb, stress shifis 1o the preverb
41,-4‘ butdd = Ear-i ‘wmeu') 1€ the verb is preceded by a negative or pro-
p it (v Ear-i you didn't write it’).
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In words of more than three syllables, a secondary stress oecurs on the third
syllable (drkaddSepe ‘companions) It
In content questions, the question word usually receives the main stress
within the phrase. The intonation of Laz content questions is the same as that o
Georgian. The intonation rise begins with the question word, but continues to the
£nd of the phrase, with highest pitch falling on the final syllable. E
Yes-No questions formed with the interrogative particle i, are characteriued

by main stress on the particle and a special ris onation.
14 Morphophonemics
Mot of the i are optional rather than obli
and there are significant diff b dial ke
i lect) which are ot well-understood. The application of some of

e rules seems 10 be lexically determined.

1.4.1 Processes Affecting Vowels. A number of proeesses aflect two vowelsin

sequence. They apply regularly 10 sequences composed of the final vowel of a /
preverb and a preroot vowel and less predictably (o vowel sequences which aris
from deletion of an intervoeallic consonant (see below). (The frst two processesd
occur only in Khopa and are restricted to the preverb-preroot vowel sequenezs)

Raising. If the final vowel of the prever is [ +back). it takes on the height
of a following (-low] vowel. (Preverbs are followed by
() go=u- gv- (must undergo Reduction) A
dosi- dui- (undergoes Fronting and Reduction)
clamu- euu- (undergoes Reduction)
(In contrast, in Arkabe we have Lowering at least of /o by fa/ E

(mo=advees —> muadveet's —> {madveet'v) (by Reduction, iscussed below)
he was following him’). In Khiopa the /of of such sequences undergoes Desylle
bification (see below))
ting. 1€ the final vowel of the preverb is | + back] it assimilates in backs
ness (and roundness) (0 a following [-low] vowel. (The /o of the preverb-
preroot vowel i~ does NOT undergo this rule. intaini
istincti 0 plusi -=-> [gui] preverb ge= plus/
(8i]. W gui were 1o undergo Fronting and Reduction. the two would
become identical)

-—>




Fronting

—>  dii- (undergoes Reduction)
‘mii- (undergoes Reduction)
e3ii- (undergoes Reduction)

Reduction. T sl vowels may be reducd 10 one (eha=o—> edoo
L> [edol). This p the
UTELIA 1980.118 reports the result of reduciion to be a long, vowel, though
g vorwels are not notcd in published texts.
Desylabificarion. In vowe scquences which do not undergo asimilation

ion, one of the ifies. We see diflerent i
feren dialects.
In Khopa if the first vowel of the sequence is a front vowel, the front vowel
esylabifies, creating  ising diphthong. (I the preverb ge = is followed by /i,
e glide may be deleted)

) gemo-tun —> gotun  ‘he covers it*
gemi-ow —>  gi-w—> giw he brought it down'
nalia mlya  ‘place for corn’

In Khopa, if the first vowel is not a front vowel, the higher vowe! of the
e tends 0 desylabily o ma- —> [dva-. I sequencesof kil
ovels do not undergo reduction, the frst will probably

¥on. (goc'ama- —> [goc'va-]).

In Arkabe, on the other hand, we see alling diphthongs (0 =i — > goy or
1ni —> ).

None of the rules above will apply to the preverb me because it takes the
tape n when it is followed by a vowel.

In Khopa the vowe scquences which arise because of the deletion of the
e person marker v (sce below) do not undergo these processes. In Khopa also
[ find “distant assimilation™ In preverbs of two syllables, both vowels undergo
Raising and Fronting. which are in the case of the first vowe), no fonger restricted
]+ back] vowels (ax0 =u-Sku — > {uxu-Eku] ‘e let him loose’: menda mi-yu
> [mindiyu) "he took it avay).

142 Processs Alfcting Consonants.In Lz we fnd deltion (o . v and
). regressive assimilation of phonation type.




place of articulation.3 Each can give rise to allophonic as well as allomorphic
variation.

R-Deletion. Perhaps the most siriking phonological process in Laz is th
deletion of /7, found 10 varying degrees in all thrce dialecs. In Khiopa, where
R-Deletion is mast wide-spread, deletion of /r/ between vowels is automatic,

while deletion bef 10 be lexically conditioned. We also &
oss of /ef word-finally.
© bere —-> bee “child’

Eumers Eumes. *he looks at it"

mevulur mewly  T'm going'

fetion (at east i i be an all

y
phonetically speaking. CINKODAVA 1936.22 reports that in miany cases it s
10 tell whether the /e i there or not and ANDERSON 1963.11-15 speaks of
e-colared allophones of vowels.
Speakers have some eontrol over this process: When carefully atiending
ech,a y consciously use forms with /r/, but whil ing rapi
without atiention to speech iself, the same speaker may delete them all, The
forms with /e/ are perceived by Laz as “more correct™ and we find instances o
a5 well (ambai ‘news’ dini —> [idier=
“did you go? ZVGIENTI 1953.72- 73, KARTOZIA 1976.126)
V-Deletion In Khopa there is 2 proces o intervocallc v/ deletion, wh
affects iy v. (As noted. the vowel it de
undergo the assimilatory processes discussed in 1.4,
1ot i also deleted before . (Since u is » sullix marking hird person sing
ular subject, this process yields variant forms of a number of common verb ro
which end in -v: ' ‘do’, dv ‘put, place’, kv 'say’)
N-Deletion, In word-inat pasiion /n may be optionally deleted. 113
i is a general process or a lexically-determined one. This st
. more rare in Khopa.

(1) man > m 1 singular pronoun
sin s 2 singulor prounoun
sop'oniten soplonite “with soap"
imi'e-nan imt'ena  “theyare runni

Identical Consonant Deletion. A striking kind of consonant deletion s -
found in the Khopa subdialect spoken in Sarpi, at beast: The first of two ideat




wasonants may be deleted., if they are separated only by a vowel and the fist is
Jeceded by a vowel (KARTOZIA 1968.135-36).

B mkyspu-pe-k —>  mkyaupek ‘jackal-PL-NAR"
op'&op-up-t opEoupt “well catch
b-gira-minon-ya byia-mion-ya I willsce, he said"

va me=m-i inina "if you don't listen to me"
Regressive Assimilation for Phonation Type. In all dialects there is a strong
edency towards regressive assimilation for phonation type of adjacent conso-
Nanis. Most examples involve voicing of a voice though glottal
Jon and devoicing occur as well.

) mgeis-na -—> mgeiz-na “that the woll ..*

vitkoli it kofi  ‘tenmen’
b-thvi p-tkvi “Isaidit”
Progressive Dissimilation of /r/. Laz maintains a Kartveli

pins: two consecutive /r/'s without an intervening /1. The operation of this rule
Bo be scen most clearly in words with suffixes containing /r/.

00) mexir-eri —>  mexireli “stolen”
mord-eri mordeli ‘grown-up, adult®
n forms where i ic e is deleted,

bcurring. That is, Dissimilation must apply before R-Deletion (me-& kir-eri
vounded” - > me& K'ir—eli —> (meEK'i-eli]).

L43 Minor Processe. There are many other, more minor processes in Laz wich

e sigh menion ey ENTI 1953.105-113
hree dialects, most in Atina, where the
s sltermte with pasabvola aficaes.

The nasal of the

e i imgar-an > imgan-an ey e coying. (One efec of thisprocess

b0 make such verbs seem irvegular in their choice of plural sulfix (sce Table 3).)
There is a recent, but rapidly spreading tendency in Laz to lose a final

vel. Truncation of /i is especially common in Arkabe and Alina, less 50 in

floga (ZHGHENTI 1953,173-71).

Many authors point out the sporadic “development™ of /n/ (more rarely

) preconsonantlly in word-initial pasition (1aro and taro ‘shell", dica and

M "clay’) (Z3IG1IENTI 1953.91- 104, among others).




Unstable glotalization, especially in Turkish borrowings, has occasionally
been remarked on. For example. both fuk'ara and fukara ‘poor are found
(DUME 1967.2, DZHIKIA 1974.124). There seems to be a tendency towar
loss of glottalization in clusters as well, especially those with k7. DUMEZIL
1967.1 reponts that sk* and 3k’ have become sk and 3k in the specch of his infor

Finally. in Atina we sce the oppasite umkmy Although Atina has simli
fied many with /' new ones.

Loss of At “water'

flea®
Development -kun- “know' (verb root)
of &t u “he said

tkva “you-PL

2. MORPIIOLOGY

The lexical classes treated in this section are presented in this order: noue
adjectives, pronouns, postpasitions, and verbs. At the conclusion of this section
are brief discussions of word formation, particles, and numerals.

In L3z the two grammatical categorics expressed by nominal inflection an
number and case. Nouas, adjectives. and many of the pronouns have singular &
plural forms and are inflected for seven cases. mn is 2 two-way system of
deixis which will Liked
other Kartvelian languages, Laz lacks grammatical gender and class. There an
no aticles, definite or indefinite.4

2.1 Nouns
2.1.1 Number. There are umbers, singolar and plural.
cegularly formed by adding pe or epe to the singolar. In words of more than oo

syllable the three dialects show the same distribution for these suffixes: epe is
wsually used with nouns which end in i (the final i of the singular is lost) and pe
used with the others (with no change in the singular siem). In words of one
Syllable. in Khopa epe is used (regardiess of final vowel) and in the other dilec
pe is used. A small number of nouns (ZHGHENTI 1953a.171-172 fists 14) iic
lly take lepe. a suffix otherwise restricted to adjectives, in al) dialects.




(1) buca Plural:  buca——pe
oryo oryo—rpe
Kats  ar Kat'u—pe
Koli  ‘man’ Kof——cpe
Sovori  dog’ Jovor—epe
One-sylable Nouns Khops  Vi-Ar-Au
) ‘road. way' ga-cpe  gra-pe
* “hand" xe—cpe  xe—pe
Irregular Plurals
™ “sister’ da-lepe
ka  sione' kva-lepe
212 Case's There Laz, realized by
¥ith all nouns in the singular and plural:
) Case
Nominative
Narrative
Dative
Genitive
Altative
Ablative
Instrumental
ive frequently undergoes word-final vowel delction
ive precedes its modificr, but not when it is in predicate
pot'ik'a ye-n
bottle be-3SG °luis Giv's botle.”

o
be-3SG  “The boule is Givis."
Insiead of the expected Allative suffix Sa, we find 3e in some subdialects of
[kabe (oceasionally in Atina) (CHIKOBAVA 1936.48, 60-61, DUMEZIL
i962.3)8

Note that oilier variations in the form of the casc endings are possible
ecause of phonological rules discussed in 1.4, Ablative and Instrumental forms




often undergo N-Deletion, while final vowel deletion (1.4.3) may affect not ony
Genitive and Allative forms, but also thase Ablative and Instrumentals which <&
have undergone N-Deletion (KARTOZIA 1970: 215) (.g.. k'oli-ten ‘man-INST
—> kioli-te —> [Ko¥i-t]).

Tn some dialects of Atina, including Artashen, there has been a collspse of
the Nominative, Narrative, and Dative cases, the noun stem being uscd for ll
three (CHIKODAVA 1936.63, 181). This is not a matter of individual variatios;
some speech communities, these cases have been retained, wiile in others they
have undergane syncretism, though the exact distribution of this phenomenoa i
not known.

Case endings are added dircctly 10 the stem of the nominal, which remaias
unchanged. Paradigms are given below.

(14) Declension of Nouns S
*man’ ‘road” i “short one” "
SG NOM micule
NAR oryo-k micule-k 3
DAT orgo-s mkule-s
GEN orgo-% micule-3
ALL orgo-a mk'ule-§a 1
ABL oryo-Sen mk'ule-Sen
INSTR orgo-ten mkule-ten
L. NOM (Khgaepe)  mkuebepe'
NAR (Kh gra-epe-k)  miulel
DAT (Kh gra-cpe-s)  mK'uleleped
and 5o on. {
213

nctions of the Cases. The Nominative, when governed by a verb, may by
a subject or a direct abject, depending on the verbs it is also governed by a smal
number of prepasitions. Ungoverned, it may be used for naming. for predicate
nominals, for locative adjuncts, and as a vocalive. The Narrative case marks th,
subjeet of ecrain verbs (sce 3.2.1) and has no ungoverned functions.
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The governed Dative may be an indirect object or a subject. Ungoverned,
mcions very requenly a5 an adverbial adjunct (usally of time or plac, cither

ative or “he went home" and heis
lome).
The Gentivecas s governe by the majoiy of posposiions in Lz (see

rbal bject of transtives and
Be subject of intransitives. The Genitive frequently functions 2s a nominal modi-
Jer,expressing possession, part-whole relationships, material (c.
dowie) extraction (c.g.. ‘Khopi man’), and 50 on.

The Allative is used primarily as an adverbial adjunct, expressing the direc-
fon o gl of motion or 3 pupase.

(15 @) Feri-3a igral-u
city-ALL went-35G *he went to the city'
(b) igral-es bee-pe difka-%a
0-3PL chikd-PL  firewood-ALL

“the children went to get firewood" (Kart 1.158.13)7

a2 number of special
direct object: these include old Serics 1 forms (2.5.4, 3.2). causatives (3.6). and
hahytic passives. (Sce HARRIS 1985.240-242, where these functions are referred
o collectively as ‘retired indirect objeets’)
The Ablative functions primarily as an adverbial adjunct, expressing direc-
Yon from a particular location both concretely and metaphorically (¢.g., ‘he came.
liom the store" or *1 learned it from him). It is also used to express the object of
[aparison (3.10).
The Instrumental case expresses the insirument of action of the means by
i et b ooe.
unusual feature of Laz is th dings. as well as
uyluul suffix pe, may appear on Gnite verb forms (CHIKODAVA 1936635,
IARTOZIA 1968b) (sce 3.4).

n beigeal-i-t-u-pe-3i  lazut’i  hini  do=k'orob-ey
P COMP  go-1-FL-u-PL-GEN com they collect-3PL
‘they collected the corn of the we-wents (i., thase of us who went)."

KARTOZIA 1970.1.8
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(The suflix £ marks plurality of the subject of a finite verb,
plurality of a noun or noun phrase: u has no known fu
fate these markers.)

le pe marks
ion other than to.

22 Adjectives
“There are 1o morphological dierence between atributive and pedica
i ial forms for indicating,
(3.10)). Under
declined for case and number (2.2.1). Demonstrative and possessive adjectives
are treated in the following sections.

2.2.1 Case and Number. Antibutive adjectives usually precede the noun they
modify and show no agreement with the noun for case or number. Substantivized|
adjectives, those appearing without a head noun, bear case and number like a
foun. Adiectives have the case endings given in (12), but take special plural
sulfixes: lepe is used with all adjctives except for one-syllable adjectives in
Khopa, where the variant elepe is used. (Occasionally adjecti
‘noun plural suffixes epe and pe.) Pariial paradigms for substantivized adjectives
follaw.

(17) Declension of Adjectives

*big ane” “black one’
NOM  didi
NAR  didi-k
DAT  didi-s ua-lepe-s
GEN  didi-3 ula-lepe-§
and so on.
Khopa: xée ‘white one’ PL xéc--elepe
mJve ‘old one” mve-clepe

Predicate adjectves ace in the Nom
(18) via oori di

this house-NOM  big-NOM  be-35G

“this house is big"

aase.
re-n
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222 Demonsirative Adjectives. All demonsiratives exhibit a two-way sysiem of

s thishcar (he speaker” and ‘lhar Taway from the speaker'. Demonsiraive
X jectiy . they do.

ot indicate number or case.
(19 Demonsirative Adjectives

Khopa alaplam  elilialem
Vi-Ar-Atina ha / ham ‘he / hem / him
The forms aya, uiia and fiam, hemhin ore also used as independent demonsira-

ive pronouns (which inflect for case and number (2.3.4)): the remaining forms
lmction only as prenominal adjectives and do not oceur alone (unless followed

[ty the particie ~ti *too).

223 Possessive Adjectives. There is no special form in 1.3z for posessive adjec-
ivs o express fist and second person possessors, special forms of the personal

used 232) L possessors, forms

he wsed (23.4). Othe expressed

o e noun phrase in the Genitve (asin (20)() and (). Laz has o grammasi
alenable and inlenabe posession.

Pronominal d, while lexical nol..

The postpased possessors are declined, using the noun case endings given in (12).
Puradigms are completely regular and not illustrated here. (Possessors in
wasiruction with 3 head noun in the plural do not show number agreement with
be noun.)

(Kart 1.153.2-3)

(Kan 1.155.50)
boy-GEN  brother-PL-NAR

‘the boy's brothers’

(©) baba mo; vesiet-epe  (Kart 1.157.100)
father his-GEN  will-PL.
“wills of his father"




23 Pronouns.

P in Laz are deci and case, generally .
ing the pattern described for nouns in 2.1. They tend to show stem suppletion, *
owever, ane stem being usd in the Nominative (or Nominative-Namaiive- "
Dative) and in the obliqe Only th
their derivatives (which include the third person personal pronouns) show deisis.
Laz does not have the category inclusive— exclusive.

Discussion of all pronominal forws is seriously complicated by dialect varia-
tion, as well as by phanological variation within cach dialect. (Common varison S
are indicated with slashes) 1

23,1 Personal Pronouns. First h
for singular for Nomi ique. *
m siems (with vorianis) ae given in (21). (Furml of the third person

@n Personal Pronouns
IOM- ODLIQUE
SINGULAR | Kh-Vi-Ar  man/ma
Alina ma
2 Kh-Vi-Ar  sin/si skan- /sk'an-
Atina s sk'an-/ skan- L
PLURAL | Khopa in in- :
Vi-Ac Ehun / ko Ekun-
Atina H Zkun- 7 $k'un-
2 KhVieAr thvan/ kv thovan-
Atina a Wvan-

When declined, the first and second person pronouns do not use tesan’]
cas cndings s nouns. Paradigms are given in (22). sing an Arkabe sem snda
(23)using an Aina one. Except for the Alltive (iscused below), case endiops 4
are the same in Khopa and Vitse-Arkabe. Note that in the Allative and Abladm,
Asina endings differ slightly.

PSP



() Declension of Personal Pronouns— Arkabe
SG

1PL 2PL
NOM-NAR-DAT  ma si o thva
ALY tim-da  skan-da  Ckun-da  thvan-da
fim-de  skan-de  Ckun-de  thvan-de
ABL kim-den skan-den  Ikun-den tkvan-den

“The two Allative endings occur only in Arkabe, where one and the same
peaker will use both. In Khiopa and Vitse only —da is found.

|23) Declension of Personal Pronouns—.

156 256 1P 2
[NOM-NAR-DAT  ma ska HY tkva
ALY iim-da  skan-da  Ekunda  (Kvan-da

de Ekun-inde Ck'van-inde

DL den skan-den  $k'un-den  k'van-den
“There is ic difference between Allat ith da and those with
inde.

232 Possessive Pronouns. The first and sccond person possessive pronouns are
E.M by (0 the oblique stem of the personal pronouns and thus they

show all the variation (within and among dialects) that the personal pronouns do
Pleg.. in Atina we find both Skuni and 3k uni ‘ours’). (Third person possessives
i e derived from demonsirative pronouns (2.3.4).)

“The Nominative and Narrative forms of the possessives are given in (24).
They take the same endings that nouns do (see (12)) and their declension is
“wmpletely regular, so complete paradigms are not given here. (Possessives, like.
{ufectives, will be declined if postposed of i they occur without a head noun.)
Iw
61 Kh-Vi-Ar
| Atina
[




[} Khopa Ckini

Vi-Ar Ekuni
Atina Skuni 1 3k
2 KhVieAr thva
Atina kvani
in number with the
In the plural

sulfix lepe (Ckuni-lepe ‘the ones of ours’) though occasionally they occur with ¢
as wel,

233 Intensive Pronoun. The third person intensive pronoun muk is used whx

the third person pronoun is emphasized or specially siressed (e.g.. ‘he himself
Iis forms are given in (25).

Singular Ploral
muk mutepe
muk mutepe-k
mu-s mutepe-s
mu-§(0) mutepe-5(i)
muta(Ar/ie)  mutepe-Sa (Ar /-¥e)
mu-Sen mutepe-Fen

INSTR  mu-ten mutepe-ten

2.3.4 Demonstrative Pronouns. Laz has a rich system of demonstratives, chan
terized by two-way deixis signaled by vowels: a close to the speaker (this’,
“hiere’, 'in this way') and e (i in Atina) away from the speaker ('that’, ‘there’
inthat way). Th singulr demorsiratvs show he s sppletion which s
typical for L 1 P

this’
Khopa w amu-
Vitse-Arkabe  haya hamu-
Visse haya-
Aina ham him hamu-




Plural-NOM ‘these’ “those”

Khopa antepe entepe
hatepe hetepe
Vitse hatee hetee
Atina hani hini
declined just Partial paradi

we given in (27) for Khopa and Vitse-Arkabe (using one of the plural variants)
o in (28) for Asina.

{27 Declension of Demonstrative Pronouns

Khopa Vitse-Arkabe Vitse
sagular ‘i Cthat “thi that’ his T hat
NOM  ap taya hea haya  hea
NAR  amuk  emu-k  hamu-k  hemu-k  haya-k  heak
DAT  amus emu-s  hamo-s  hemus  haya-s  hea-s
GEN amu-$i emu-3i  hamu-3i  hemu-3i  haya-3i  hea-3i
nd 50 on.

Pual  ‘these’ ‘those’  ‘these’  ‘thoss'  these’ ‘those’
NOM  antepe cniepe  hamiepc hemicpe  hatee  hetec
NAR  antepe-k entepe-k  hamtepe-k hemicpe-k hotec-k  hetee-k
DAT  antepe-s cniepe-s  hamiepe-s hemiepe-s hatee-s hetee-s
50 on.

@) Dedlension of Demonstrative Pronouns — Atina®

Singular “this” “that”

NOM ham him

NAR hamy (hamu-K)  himu (himu-k)
DAT hamy (hamu-s)  himu (himu-s)
GEN hamu-$i himu-3i

d 50 on.

Punal “these

NOM hani

NAR hani (hani-k)

‘AT hani (hani-s)




~
*In those Alna subdialects where Nominaive, Narrative, and Dative have -

cretized, we find in gl fati Nomina-
tive hamhim and Narrative-Dative hamulhimu. The hamus, etc,
are found in those varietics of Atina which have not under,

ne syneretizaion.

possessives. ives in the
nouns. They are declined when thy are poiposed o occur independenly (i
(12)). Panial .

pnm\ll‘m! are given in (29). f
(29) Declension of Third Singular Pusscssive Pronouns
Singular “his hers,its' K

K Vitse-Arkabe  Vitse 3
NOM v § - st .
NAR  amuii-k hayali-k hamufi-k
DAT  amufi-s hayali-s hamu3i-s
and 5o on.
Plural “their, theirs" .

Khopa Vitse-Arkabe Aiina
NOM R o . A
NAR  antepedi-k hamtcpesi-k hanii-k

Other Deictic Expressions. Some adjectival and adverbial expressions.
related to the demonstratives are listed below.
(30) Deictic Expressions
Kl Vitse-Arkabe

here—there ak e  hak bk hako hiko (feko)
inthis—thatway  a3o eSo  hafo heSo  hafo hiSo (helo)

this nuch/many —

thatmuch/many k' ek'o  hak'o hek'o  hak' hiku
this—that kind

ofa asteri esteri  hasteri hesteri

23.5 Interrogative Pronouns. Interrogative pronouns show comparatively it
Jiatect variation and are declined regularly. The interrogative naniu/naya appea




both prenominally (¢.g., ‘which man?’), in which case it is undeclined, and inde-
endently (which ane?), in which case it s inflected for both case and number.
01) Declension of ive Pronouns

Sagular  ‘who?" “what?”

[FoM ™ mi / min muya mamu naya
mi-k muya-k mamu-k  naya-k
mi-s muya-s namu-s  naya-s
mi-fi muya-i namu-3i naya-Si

Pt

boM  mi-pe mu-pe  mami-cpe nani
mi-pe-k  mu-pe-k mamt-cpe-k  mani-k
mi-pe-s  mu-pe-s mami-epe-s nani-s

In those Atina subdi
ad Dative cases, the Nor
fases.
In Khopa the plural forms for ‘who and ‘what” are mi-epe and mu~epe.
lowing the Khopa rule for plural formation in one-syllable words. (The forms
-epe. mu-1-¢pe due 10 hypocorrection (14.2)are quite requent)
(The variants muya and nani are found only
Other common inerrogatives are lsted in (32). Like all adjectival modi-

it and inflected for case and number
egularly) if it occurs without a head noun. The remaining interrogatives are
mchanging.
'02) muyaperi  ‘what kind of a (nounVone?
' mundes ‘when?"

ects which have syncretized Nominative. Narrative.
inative form has been generalized to cover all theee

mué'o
muieni

0 ‘where, to where?"
solen *from where?"

136 Indefinite Pronouns. In Laz there are wo series of indefinite pronouns,
Fich are formed from the interrogatives. The sufixes i and fu give 3

a1



speci 3
gular and given.

(3) miti ‘someone’ (non-specific)
mu-tu  ‘something’ (non-specific)
mi-tzani  ‘someone’ (specific)
mu-tani ‘something’ (pecific)

2.7 Negative Pronouns. L gative pronouns. The non-specit
indefinites plus negatives are used, as in ().
04) (@) miti va(®)  u-qonun
someone not have-35G “He has no one.”
(b) mut va(r)
something  not *1 know nothing.”
(© muw mo it
something  don’t  do-IMP *Don’t do anything!"

Other Quanifiers. Other major quantifiers are given in (35). They are
declined if they occur independently (without a head noun).
08 it

iri Seri

lluny most”

w (Georgian zogi)

fow!

“another'(being replaced by baikafbask'a)
baska / baika “another®

grerdi “holr*

2.3.8 Reflexive and Reciprocal Pronouns. Reflexive pronouns are formed peri-
phrastically by means of the possessive pronoun plus i *head (Ekimi t ‘my head
“mysell’). Such expressions do not seern (o be particularly natural for Laz, whidh



’
wes a special verbal category. version (2.5.6). to depiet co-reference. There is no.
ecial possessive reflexive.

There in Laz: antik'arti and. Both
wonouns are declined regularly.
239 Relatie Pronouns. Reltive pronoussare not e withanyfequeney in
L. and seem (0 be 3 Giferent waysof formi
i indefinite pronouns or

rticle ti (otherwise ‘too’, Georgian ) and pronominal forms plus na (¢.g..
[namuk) (see 3.4.3).
U Postpasitions

There are 22 postpositions in Laz. Some of these function oaly as postposi-

ors, wihich is indicated below by 3 preceding dash. Others are used both as
pumposhion e 25 wdverba. The paspsion 1 i s are prceived by
d word.

I construction with nouns, pasiposiions govern either the siem form or the

Geritve. 80 < form
plus ), though

e oblique stcm of 3 pronoun. Certain postposkions may ato take dasscs 28

e objects: they are final inite verb f

mbordinate clauses with adverbial function (3.4.3). (Pastpositions which have this
faction are marked with ‘Clausal’ below.)
06) m«m Governing the Stem
“with, along with"
(in Atina this governs the Genitive)
“towards’ (Clausal)
‘as much as, as far as, in the same way as"
“like (Clausal meaning ‘as soon as')
~SakisSakis “until, up to"

(Clausal meaning ‘aniil, as long as?)
~Seni “for’ (Clausal meaning 'since’)

a1




vantis “while, during, at the 1

-Kapulas “behind. at the back of"
Kule, uk'dle: “after, afiervards’

(Clavsal meaning ‘after, when')
mele “on that ide of*(¢.g. a tiver)
mera “besides, in oddition to”
mole ‘on thisside of"(¢.g..a 1
yanis “beside, next (o'
yanida “near
yerine, yeis “in place of, instead of*

(Clausal meaning ‘in the place where’)
okvabxe, okabxe  ‘behind’

oyine “before, in front of*
in *on, on top of*
conle “in from of

25 Verbs

“The morphology of the vecb in 1

of the noun, Veebs are inflected for person and number of the subject and one
ject, tense-aspect, mood. version. and an evidential category: 1o the verb may
also be added preverbs (which have & number of different functions), an affims
tive particte, and a conditional particte.

The order of presentation of verbal morphiology is as follows. In the first
subsections | wil introduce the structure of the verbal complex and morpho-
togical markers of woice: in following sections. each of the major categories of
inflection is treated: voice, person and number, direct conjugation and conjuga-
tion by inversion, tense and mood, preverbs. and version. A few remaining toph
in verbal morphology are treated more bricfly t the end, viz. aspect, suppletio
and formation of non-finite verb forms.8

Structure of the Laz Verb. There are fourteen positions in the verb, thosg
s filed in every verb form. The most minimal verb form

420



consists of a verb root plus 2 I suffix (& k'om-i ‘eat-25G").
e formant appears in cach slot and ot all elements co-occur.
07) Positions in the Laz Verb

12 3 4 5 6 78910 M 1213 WM

Afl- Pre—Person-Pre-ROOT-S Fu
P vorb  Prefix root Marker Sufix t ere/ doren
Vowel union

1. The affirmative particle ko (2.5.5).

L A preverb, which may be preceeded by the affirmative particle.

3. Apersonal prefix, marking either a first or second person object (m or g) of 2
first person subject (1) (25.3).

5. The ver root. an obligatory member of the complex.
& A Series Marker, which l'vpuls in Iemzx and moods of Series 1 (2.5.4). In

Series 111 ybe a u i (which may with a Series
Marker).

1. The Imperfect siem formant 1 (2.54).

L The conjunciive stem formant a (2.5.4). 1t may dicectly follow the verb root or
the Iinperfect formant in 7.

1. A" in this position necessarily follows the canjunctive formant in 8. and
forms the Conditional I (2.5.4).

10.The morpheme ere in this position is found only in Khopa and is used to form
evidential verb forms. In certain tenses the formants of positions 7. and 8.
follow ere (giving ere—~'- or ere-t'~a-). This formant (with or without markers
of 7. and 8.) can anly be followed by personal sulfixes and the plural marker t:
itis incompatible with anything in positions 13 and 14,

1A personal suflx in this position is obligatory. There are three sets which vary
with tense and mood (25.4).

LA marker of plurality of a first or second person subject or object. The
marker is most often 1, bul under certain circumstances an or es is used
@s3).

1.A future formant occurs in this position. In Vitse-Arkabe and Asina, an
unchanging ere (or a variant of it i used. In Khopa, a fully inflected auxiliary

az



unon s found. (n o far s unon sl s conjugaed, we find the e
3. and 1. re-
14.In final position we find cither (u)
10 certain tense-aspect forms to form a condi
; e

al (2.5.4) of (b) one of thres!
in Vitsc-Arkabe
| verb forms. These two suffixes do ot co-ocaar.

and Atina to form evident

2.5.2 Voice. A particular Laz verb is either transilive or intransitive (3.2.1). This

must be listed lesically, as it is not predictable (rom either the form or the

meaning of the veib, n particular, there is no specific morphological indicator of
ity (excepl in the case of deri i ).

An intransitive verb may be derived from 3 transitive by means of a preroo
vowel i and suffix . (Since the suffix appears only in the Present Series, it s
treated here as a Series Marker (2.5.4)) Such derived inteansitives have passiv
meaning of ibili givenin (38). .
and n indicate agrecment with a third person singular subject (2.5.3).)

(38) Transitive

Bib-up-s “it boils, 3
is boiled. can bo'

Qvil-up-s “itis ki

Exom-u Kom-e-n ‘it is eaten’

Non-derived intransitives have a variety of forms. They may have the Serie
Marker ¢ (with or without preroot vowel ). the Series Marker u., or one of the
ather Series Markers (including zero).
©09) x-e-n e is siting”

skid-u-n e stas remain’

itis
he is working
it falls® i
he is erying"
& presence of o stem-final vowel in Series | is an indication m
cannot be (aken as a defining feature of intransitvky,
all intransitives. The presence of the preroot vowel i

since it is nol present




,
40 not a defining feature, since it is found only with some intransitives and
accurs in another function) with transitives as well (2.5.6).

wo-persan imtransitive verbs are known as relative intransitives. They are
Tormed by means of the preroot vowe a (2.5.6), with the person of the indirect
abject marked by a personal prefix. In the examples below, m marks a first
person.

! v

40) komeSa= m-a-gib-

@=)  m-a-qvil-e-n

(@olo=)  m-a-beu-n

253 Person and Number. A Laz verb can indicate person and number agree-
a subject, direct object, and indirect object, although the markers for
Al theee may not actually appear in the verb form.
[ Subject Markers. Agreement with a subject in the first or second person is
‘marked by a personal prefix in Position 3 and, i plural, by a number suflx in
iv-m.- 12. There are, in addition, personal suffixes in Position 11, which vary
,-m fense and mood: these suffxes code first and second person versus third
person subject. The forms of
Hw since they are the only overt markers of agreement vmh a subject in the
! tird person. (The corresponding first and second person sulfixes are given in
254)

i TADLE I: SUBJECT MARKERS

SINGULAR PLURAL
Fast v - -
Second o -
T Presemt Modal  Past Present  Modal  Past
t Y — u cnan/-an - =

The first person v suffers regressive assimilation in all dialects, becoming b
Mefore voiced consonants, p before voiceless, and p° before glotalized ones
' (CHIKOBAVA 1936.87-89). If the consonant itsell is o bilabial, the marker is
ofien zero. The v s almost always realized as m before nasals; i the root nasal is
lolowed by a consonant, the root nasal is deleted. Before vowels, in Vitse-
Arkabe and in some subdialects of Atina b- replaces v-. The v s frequently
ervocalically in Khopa. Examples:




@ veid-i et Vitse-Arkabe
Lsawir

sifling’  (Root ncor) ’
“I'mplowing’  (Root berg ) 4
Kh Awilldoit' (< do-v-ik-ip) 3

0 person presen, the choice of subjcet marker is conditioned by
the previous segment: n and nan are found alter vowels. s and an after conso- 25
nanis. (In verb forms where s is found afier 3 vowel, an underlying consonant has
been delcted. €., ucumerns - > uc'ume~s "he s3ys it (o him.

(42) Paradigms for Subject Markers
iby

esent 1 L
2
3
Pt 1 Vel n
2
3
Modal 1 SG p-Ekoma hat  eatit’ PL.
2 Exoma
3 Exoma-s Exoma-a 3,

Obiject Markers. Agreement with an object in the first of second perioa
marked by 3 personal prefix in Position 3 and, if plural, by 3 number suff
Position 12. Agreemeat with a third person object is not marked in the hua\

TABLE 2: ODJECT MARKERS S
PERSON PLURAL -

Nonpast  Bast
First m OR  an e d
Second - :
person g usually . giving k befors
aspirated segments and k' before glottalized ones. B



n the plural, an and es are used when a plural first or second person objeet
(@-occurs with a third person singular subject (es with past tense verbs, an with
ton-pasts). n other combinations of subject and objest,  is used.
(Although there is no agreement with a third person object, when the
markers of Table 2 are used in conjugation by inversion to mark the notional
wbject, 10 be agreement with a thi is marked by
Bese same sulfines. es with past tense verbs, an with non-pasis.)
Marking Conflicts. Person and number markers appear in Positions 3, 11,
had 12 in the verbal complex, and at each position only one marker is possible,
Jading 1o occasional competition for a slot. For instance, a first person plural
bicct (v in Position 3 and ¢ in 12) acting on a second person plural object (g in 3
d in 12) gives rise (0 conflcts in both positions. In addition, the marker of
plurality of first or sccond person £ does not co-oceur with the third person
Bagular subject marker s or with any of the third person plural subject markers.
The following rules describe resolution of these conflicts.
A The plurality of only one argument may be overtly expressed in the verb
form and & marker of a plural subject will be expressed at the expense of 3
arker of a plural object.

B. The third singular subject marker 5 is omitted in the presence of the

pheral object marker an.

C. The singular subject marker u is omitted before the plural object marker

. (The subject marker a is not affected by object markers.)

D. The first person subject marker v is omitted before the second person

Shiect marker g.

(1) Paradigms for Subject and Object Markers. (The alternation of preroot
vowel i with u reflects the category of Version (2.5.6).)

i Object

G + 1 SG m-ibyap-s *he shaves me"

us

you
youall
himithem

[

him/them




3 PL 4 1 SG&PL m-ibyap-an ‘they shave mefus’
2 SG&PL g-ibyap-an you
3 SG&PL  ubyap-an him/them
2 PL 4+ 1 SG&PL m-ibyap-t ‘you all shave me/us®

3 SG&PL  ubyap-t

Diect Conjugation and Iversion. In direct conjugation. the subject
markers of Table 1 indicate agreement with the notional subject. w

mfthem

on the other hand, agrecment with the notional subject s inds
‘object markers. The markers of plurality in the first and second person are
extended 1o indicate plurality in the third person as well (es with past tenses aad
an with non-pasts). H
In conjugation by inversion, agreement with a notional direct object -ms'

indicated. If the verb lacks a direct object, an “empty” subject marker, the thind
singular marker appropriate for the tense or mood, will be used.

(44) Notional  Notional

Object Subject
ascre 158G *1 have it/them”
1P we 1
256 you
28 you all
356 he
ar they
Object Subject b
ISGrL 156 1 had itthem’"
1P m-i-yu-t'-es we ’

Conjugation by inversion occurs in old Serics 11 (a set of tenses with
evidential meaning (2.5.4)) and with all tense-mood paradigms of inverted potes
ial verbs and Class 4 verbs (3.2.1).

Inverted potential verbs are a special derivation found in Laz. In addivoa!

‘morphology (2.5.2). They express ability or unintentional action.

a26



 coulda kill him
I killed him by accident”
I can't eat anything. he ig®

(Chik 11.49.8)
‘we cannot believe him'

(Chik 188.8)
Class 4 verbs (Indirect Verbs) are a small class of verbs conjugated by inver-
o Scmanically thy are state (3 ew changes of stae) denling emrion.
[gnition, or possession, though by il

bein this class.
1) Class 4 Verbs (Indiret Verbs)
“ondu-n Vlike it
“Lvant it
on-s. I am hungry’
m-a-Skurin-u I vas frightened”

m-i-Eki-n

“I bave it (animate)
254 Tense and Mood. Paradigms for tense and mood in Laz belong formally 1o

F vee groups. known as Series I, 11, and 111, The major formal difference between
Series 1 and 1 is the presence of a special sulfix in Series 1, a Series Marker

SM). Semantically, most Series | forms imperfective, while Series 11 forms
are perfective. Some verbs, including the verbs of Class 4. lack Series Il forms.
‘The paradigms of Serics Il express evidential meaning. Formally, there are
two st of forms, an older set which is characierized by inversion and a newer
s which is non-inverted. Some intransitive verbs, including Class 4 verbs, lack
e older, inverted Series Il forms.

Personal Suffixes. All inite verb forms must have a yumml suflixin
Position 1. These y with tense and with
b ooionat subict (in divce conjgatio) or obect (i iverson).

There are three sets of personat suffixes: The Present set i used in the
Mesent Tense, the Past set is used in the various past tenses, and the Modal set
eed in the Future and various conjunctives. All three sets are also used in




formation of corresponding evidentials. In each set there are three suffixes
(sometimes we must speak of a zero suffix). One suffx is used with first and
second person, a second sulfix with the third person singular, and a third with
hird person plural. The personal suffixes are given in Table 3.

TABLE 3: PERSONAL SUFFIXES

PresentSet 1 A. 2 o0
SG  -n/-s | -mani-an  PL
Past Set ' A 2
SG -u P f
ModalSer 122 ] B
3 SG = r B

The distribution of r as a personal sulix s limited: It occurs only with
vowel-stemmed verbs and anly in the Present tense itself (not in the other para-
digms which call for the Present Set of personal sulfixes (see below)). (The conds
tioning factors for the third person suffixes in the Present Set are given after
Table 1) 3

Series L. The stem of the four paradigms of Series 1 consists of the verb rol
plus one of the Series Marker listed in (47). (The markers with the vowels u sed
aare the most frequent)

“nE

-um -am -om
-up -ap -op -ip
-

m Sporadic -umer (1-umel) @
-on -an -in -olem
-em (/-¢p in Khopa)

“The Present Tense is formed by adding the Present Set of suffixes to the |
Series | stem. The remaining paradigms of Series 1 are based on the Imperfect
stem, formed with 1. (This (" frequently conditions regressive assimilation, affed

plus the Modal suffixes. The final paradigm of Serics | is an evident
There is a major dialect split in terms of formation of evidentials in Laz. Ia

Khopa, evidentials are (ormed with ere in Position 10, followed by personal

suffixes. In same varicties of Khwopa, including the subdialect of Sarpi, if the



‘sem-final consonant is r. the formant elere is used (& ‘ar—elere ‘you apparently
wrote it). The suffix elere s also used if the verb ends in a vowel, a situation
eakers scem (o analyze as arising through loss of intervocalic r (KARTOZIA
1976).

In kabe and Alina, evidenti ith de variants)
a Position 14, which is added 10 a fully conjugated past tense form. (Structurally
ese evidentials are periphrastic and not organic; they are presented here along
with the ather tense-mood paradigs for ease of exposition and comparison.)

The Series 1 are ized is . ('SM” stands for
Series Marker) Elements appearing before the root don't change with tense
formation and are not indicated here.

() Paadigms of Series |

Present ROOT + SM + Present Set
Iperfect ROOT + SM + 1" + Past Set
Conjunctive ]~ ROOT + SM + ' +a +  Modal Set

Imperfect evidential
ROOT + SM + (" + ere + Present Set

ROOT + §M + ' + Past + doren
Set  (unchanging)

*we are looking for it"

“that we look for it"

b-gor-up-t-ere-t ‘we were ...ing apparently’
gor-up-t™-ere-nan they were ."
Atabs
[present m-um-5 *she measures it"
Imperfect 2um-um-t'-y “she was measuring it
“Cosjunctive | zum-um-t'-a-s “that she measure it'
* mperfect Evidential
om-um- ‘she was .ing apparently’
um-um- ‘you all were ..




Series I1. The stem of Series Il consists of just the verb rool. The Acristis
formed by adding the Past Set of personal sulixes to the stem. The Conjunctive
1 is formed by adding a to the Aorist stem, followed by the Modal suffixes.

The Future is formed from the Conjunctive 11 and involves another mjor
dialect split (RARTOZIA 1961, NOTADZE 1961). In Vitse-Arkabe and Atins,
the Future is formed by adding the auxiliary eren (ren after vowels) 10 a fully
conjugated Conjunciive 1 form. (Numerous phonetic variants of this formant
accur, because of N-Deletion, R-Deletion, and other phonological processes)
(In A the veib is thi isused ¥ “they
will write

In Khopa, on the other hand, the Future is formed by adding a fully
inflected form o i
person but not for number. The ausliary unon is conjogated by inversion.
(Singular: minon. ginon, unon: Plural: minon-an, ginon-an, unon-an.) Oceasion-
person fonns with i (inon, inonan) are encountered.

In addition, Series 11 contains two conditional forms. Conditional Il is
formed from the Conjuntive 11 by addition of t* and the Past sulfixes. The Cond-

tional 118 is rare in Khopa (which also has Conditional 1V), more frequent in the
other dialects. ((‘IIIKOI)AVA I?)é 149). The Conditional 111 is formed different
in Atina, where an unch u (' following a is
Cnn‘unume 1t o infeted forperion amd umber. (Con nm‘s Tand Hare
P din a section

" Condiionsl 1V oczurs ol in Khapa and i formed from he Future wsiog
the Imperfect of unon.

The t d moods of Series Il are

Series II1. e third series of tense-mood paradigms in Laz contains two
sets of evidential forms —an older set inherited from Common Kartvelian and
haracicsized by iaversion and  neve oo, wich b ot confugate by el
1976). They govern diffe
118 evidemials are extremely common in all three dialects, q»mny in fairy tales
and narratives which take place in the pasi. They are replacing the older forms,
which are used considerably less frequently. One of the older forms. the Conjoac
ve 11, is extremely rare: its function is being taken over by another form, the
Tnverted Evidential Il




(49) Paradigms of Series 1l
ROOT +

Aorist Past Set
Conjunctive [I ROOT + a + Modal Set
ROOT +a + Modal + unon
SG  (conjugated)
ROOT + a + Modal + unt'v

SG  (conjugated)

ROOT +a + Modal + (e)re
ROOT +a + €+ PastSet

“we measure
*we should measure it"
*I will measure it”

‘we will ..*

! Conjunctive 1t
Future
i

rim-a-s-unon-an ‘'they
Conditional IV b-zim-a-mint'u i) measured it
N e *
“they
Conditional 11 *if we measured it"
Arkabe
it um-u “he measured it"
Conjonctive Il zum-a-s he should measure it
Future. 'l will measure it"
et
Dt
he measured it
hey .t
Conditional I1l  zuma—nt'u “if you measured it"
2umat-ert'y
umas-erty .
wman-er'y if they ..*

(KARTOZIA 1961.417)




~
“The evidentials in the new Series 11 are formed on the same principle as

the limperfect Evidential of Ser

s 1, with the same dialect differences. They are

formally related 1o Series Il forms, however. The existence of a rarc form like the}

Conditional Guideatial in Khopa, an evides

formed fron

onditions! TV,

Khopa tendency to f

from virtvally ary verh)

which is formally a past (CHIKOBAVA 1936.150, 152). (As noted above, in some!
varieties of Khopa the formant elere is used with some verbs.)

(50) Paradigms of New Series 11l (Non-inverted Evide

ROOT + ere
ROOT + ere-1"
ROOT + ere-t-a
vidential
Conditional 1V + ere
b Arkabe & Atina
i Fally conjugated Aorist
Gvidential Il Fully conjugated Aorist
Conjunctive IV Fully conjugated Aorist
Khopa
vidential | bezim-ere-t

Evidential It b

dort'as

‘we apparently measured it"

zim-ere-t'-es

‘hey ...
‘we should have measure

Conjunctive IV b-zim-ere-t'-a-1
i “they ..* i
Conditional Evide |
“if | measured it
you
he
Atkabe
Evidential | b i=t-di we
m-es-doren they’
Evidential 1! m-es-dort'un “they apparently ..
Conjunctive IV zum-es-dort'as “they should have ... *
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The ol Series 111 contail jigms formed fr

ofthe verb raot plus u. A Serics Marker occurs between them in some examples,
but not in athers: it is not necessarily the same Serics Marker found in Series 1. It
s not clear whether this use of the Series Marker varies according o dialect or
olber factors,

The root s preceded by a preraot vowel (i i the first and second persons, u
ia the third person) and the object markers of Table 2, which show agreement
with i ject. The is J iz i ry little.
in the literature and detail

(51) Paradigms of Old Serics 111 (Inverted Evidentials)

f their formation and use are not known.

Iverted Evide ROOT + (SM) + u + Present
taverted Evidential Il ROOT + (SM) + u + 1"+ Past
Conjunciive 111 ROOT + (SM) + u + U'+a + Mokl
laverted Evidential | mi-gir-(am)-u-n L saw it apparently’
(am)-v-n-an  we
{am)-u-n you
u-gir-(am)-u-n he
Tnverted cvidential 11 -gir-am)-u-t-u '} had seer
(am)-u-t-u b
Conjunctive 111 & should have seen it"

Tunctions of Laz Tenses and Moods. Very litle rescarch has been done on
the functions of the 127 tenses and moods, but speaking very generally, we can
make the following observation

The Present Tense expresses actions and states taking place at the time of
e specch act: it is also used for ctermal truths. Sometimes when a preverb or the
aMimative particle is added 1o the Present, a verb with future time reference
reslts.

The Imperfect expresses incompleted action in the past (*Wwas singing”).
fepeated past imperfective actions (“would go 10 school every day”), and states in
the past. In contrast, the Aorist expresses past completed or perfective actions
(drank the milk" or “died"). (f the Aorist is without a preverb, it may also be
wed to express past incomplete action.)

The Future is used for future actions and states. Sometimes its meaning is
more modal than future, and is translated with English ‘should” or ‘want 10,




O the conjunctive forms, Conjunciive I is used more often with refeeoce
10 the present, Conjunctive 1 with reference (o the future. Both are used in
uture time refcrence (NOTADZF: 1961.31). sometimes
and with mo in
s (sec below), The Cnrn]umm 1 also expresses possibiity
and is used in suggestions.

(52) (@) essifte  ock'omilu-ten do=igy-a,
look-MASD-INSTR satisfy-1-11CON)
n«'ule o&K'omu-ten-ya

n at-MASDAR-INSTR-QUOT (Chik 1.74.18)
~ﬁm 1 willishould satisfy myself with looking and th

with eating,
he said.”
(®) p-¥om-a-t (Chik 11:23)
eat-1-PL-IICON)
“let’s ear!”

idential forms are used o report actions, events, and siates not witnessed
by the speaker, which one learns about from someone else or deduces from
seeing a resul. They are translated with ‘apparently’. ‘they say'. or English
modals (.. 'she must have .. ). As in Georgian, evidential verb forms are wed
10 report negative past evenis (c.g. ‘she hasn't seen them’).

Conditionals. There are a farge number of conditional verb forms in Laz,
which are generally used to express counterfactual conditions. The two condi-
N b . were y N
ically. both can be analyzed as past forms of Future tenses.

Other conditionals are formed by adition of the particle k'on o fully
conjugated Imperfect, Aorist, or OId Series 11l (Inverted Evidential) verb forms.
The particte k'on may also be optionally added to the fully conjugated orgaric
Conditional N1 (CHIIKOBAVA 1936.152).

Y N o dentical in
Gaglish, d are not completely i ™
meaning and function of conditional verb forms in Laz is a topic needing further]
study. B
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Fully conjugated Imperfect + k'on

ir-um-t-u-k'on il he sawit”
Conditional Il: ~ Fully conjugated Aorist + k'on
sirukon “if he saw it”

Conditional V:  Fully conjugated Inveried Evidential Il + k'on
‘if be had written i
Conditiont

(Diachronically. 2 past form of the —ere Future)
i ‘if he saw it”
Conditional Iifa:

Conditional IV: 1 + Fully conjugated lmperfect
fonly Khopa) of Auiliary unon
(A past form of the unon Futurc)
Sira-unt'y he saw’

There are, not surprisingly, dialect differences. The Conditional II s found
in Vitse and Atina, but s lacking in Arkabe and Khopa. Conditional 11 is found
nall dialects, but is rare in Khopa, which has Conditional IV.

Imperatives. In Laz a positive imperative is expressed with a second person
Negative imperati pressed with the
article mo plus a verb in the Present, Fulure, or Conjunciive 1 or I1;
salways immediately before the verb: mo ikip! “don't do
‘be shouldn't write

\ mo &anumi'as!

255 Preverbs. The 42 preverbs of Laz are listed in Table 4.

In Khopa we find the preverb ye instead of e. The preverb ok'na is used in
e First and second persons, with the variant ukun i the third.

A preverb can contribute in three distinet ways (0 the meaning of the verb
rm (CIHIKOBAVA 1936.117-129, ASATIANI 1953).
[acia meanings when heyar used n o
the meaning of th
{'umnp for the most common preverbs are given in (54).

i
'

| a3s



TABLE & LAZ PREVERBS

ge=  go=  do=  ga= o=
goca=

gola=

gola=

gama= om=
ok’

amam  fem  dela=

(54) Spacial Meanings for Some Laz Preverbs
e= up

gem down
me= away ((rom speaker)
mo= toward (speaker)
gama= out
ama in
dolo= in
go= back and forth
Eamples  emwilur  “T'm going up’

gemwiur  “T'm goiog down'
me=wulur  ‘I'm going (away)"
mo=vulur ‘I'm coming’
dolowxtu  *he went down inside’

|
1
€an alter the lexical meaning of the root in unpredictable ways. It is not passble

Sccondly, i ination with verbs from other

1o predict which preverbs will occur with which verbs and such combinations
must be treated as arbitrary (i unmotivated) and lsied i the lexicon. Some. |
(imes such lexically specified preverbs give an aspectually perfective form. 1




55) (@) Rootd
“itis hanging®
‘they fight with one another’

“he gives (1)’
he sells (i)'

he asked b
gemo-kitxu he cursed him' —> [gyok'itxu]

Tinly. the adition of a preverb sometimes torns an imprfective verb into 3

remains unchanged. (The preverb do is

pecially frequent in this function.) Often a Prescnt Tense form plus such a

purely aspectual preverb gives a form with future time reference.

56 (@) v-i-xven-up “I'm doing this for myself*
do=v-iwxven-i 1 did this for mysell”
“he is being born’
“he will be born®

Affimative Particle. The affirmative particle ko, which appears in initial
position, is restricted o positive sentences (*va ko =mauu ‘he didn't come’). It is
wually added 10 a verb with a preverb, though it is occasionally added 1o one
without 8 preverb. Forms with ko are perfective.

There are three allomorphs of the affirmative partic

: k (before vowels). ka
(vhen the direction is ds th ke ? e went in’ versus.
tammoSa =xt-u *he came in)), and ko, elsewhere.

256 Preroot Vowels and Version. Version is a grammatical category specific 1o
Kartvelian. Two types have been identified in Lax: (1) Subjective version, which
ndicates that a relationship exsts between the dirct object and the subject and
() objective version, which indicates a relationship between the direct object and

(CHIKOBAVA 1936.107-108): the direct object is a possession of the subject in
abjective version ond a possession of the indirect object in objective version. In
ther casesthe subject (1sp. indicect objec) i the benelactor of th action oris
iasome way . Subjective in the absence of
1 explic ditee objet, 0 cxpress  elesive, a subjec acting on herselr,
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Subjective version is marked by the preroot vowel i in all persons, objective
version by i in the first and second persons and u in the third person; the version
Vowels co-occur with the objeet markers of Table 2.
(57 (@) Newal ‘Subjective Version
cifi domv-i-E¥

I cut it for mysell” or
I cut something of mine"
(c.g. my finger)
Objective Version
do=v-u-EXici

I cut it for you' “Leut it for him
(b) Subjective Version  Objective Version

% do= v-i-boni xe emus do = v-u-boni

I washed # washed his hands™

“I washed (mysell)’

The morphology of Objective Version has other functions as well, It is
found in the old Serics 11 forms and it occurs with some iniransitives to mark the
presence of an indirect object.

Objective Version (Indirect Object)
beres v-u-bir

1 sing to the child’

emus do-v-u-quri

@ yelled at him'"

The occurrence of the preroot vowel i is not necessarily a reflection of the
category of version and may not relate (o the presence of an indirect object.
Sometimes a particular p is simply required by  root and adds ro
special meaning to the verb form,

As noted in 2.5.2, the preroot vowel i s also used in the formation of
intransitives. In addition 10 § and u, the other preroot vowels are a, which forms
relative imransit . et N
2.5.7 Aspect. Laz verb forms may be perfective of imperfective. but the relation
between verb form and aspect is not a simple or direct one. A verb form may be
perfective because of the ver root (certain rools are always perfective), the tems
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seres (Series | is imperfective while Series 11 and 1l are essentially perlective). ol
the presence of the aflirmalive paricle ko or a preverb.

Altough the addition of a preverb may give 3 perfective, this i not always
the case: many are imperfecive. Such
equently made perfecive by adiition of th affrmative
with a parti root will git
ependson the verb root (0 some exicn o he revet),
ited in Ial. A
for aspect: an impe
0 (59a). A smaller number o pairs show mwlzlmn for the number of the
rgument (S9Xb) and for an animate Nominative
awgument (S9Xc).
(99) (@) Series1 Serie
qv
qv
thy
Ewom
()
mer Y
(b) Singular Plural
Hn Cscaver
(©) Animate Inanimate
qon  ‘have.camy’  ywn
¥ir  lay. pur dwv)
259 Non-finite Verb Forms. The verbal noun, or masdar, is formed with the

drcumfixo _ w, usually in the absence of a Serics Marker. Some verbal nouns
do have a Series Marker. though not necessarily the same one used in Series 1. If
tbe verb has a preverb, the o is not used.

60) Present Verbal Noun
2 *he works' o-taki¥-u
Ear-up-s. “he's writing it* o-Ear-u
sir-op-s he sees it” o-yir-am-u
me=&-am-s *he gives it" me = fam-u

ax



Aorist Verbal Noun

mext-u. “he left" o-mext-im-u
do = berg-u “he hoed" do=berg-u
mo=uslar-y  hewroteohin’  mo=Ear-y

Verbal nouns are declined like any other noun. O their use, sec 3.5.
2.6 Word Formation

There is no rule for forming advert: from adjectives in Laz: adjectives in
the Nominative case function also as adverbs.
261 Causatives. 1.z has a fairly productive means of forming causatives verbs
from cither one or two person verbs: A preroot vowel o- precedes the verb rool
and usually a Causative stem formant plus a Series Marker follows. (On the
symtax of causative formation, see 3.6)

Causative
ay' o-mgar-inap-s ‘cause to cry’
“play o-ster-apap-s “cause to play’
" “cause to run”

‘cause to die"
i-dufun-s “think® o-dufun-apep-s  ‘cause to think"
i-gu-ap-s  Csady’  o-gur-apap-s “teach’

Ear-up-s it o-E'ar-apap-s ‘cause (o write"
262 Mnm Nouns. Deverbal nouns which denote the agent or actor, called

iples,” are refixm
mmally e. ale or 2e10) (NADAREISHVIIJ 1962).

m-kidale  builder
Oceasionally the Turkish suffix §i is used to form agetive nouns (ma~
ayal-¢-3i ‘speaker’) (VADAREISHVILI 1962.180).

263 Past Participles. Pust participles are formed with the suffix e7 (el in the ca
of verb roots which end 7 in some subdialects). These can function as adjectives



“coaked, boiled"
“broken’
*bound, tied"
‘raised”
264_Future Participles. A future part

orna and the suffix e. (O

iple is formed by means of the prefix no.

adjctives.
no-tax-e ‘o be broken®
na-gor-e o be fooked for"

265 Privitives. Privitives are formed with the prefix  and sulfixes u or el If the

base s a noun, the final vowel is truncated.

nana “mother* ‘motheress’
bere “child: ‘childless’
nostoni “tase tastcless’
gari oo Toodless
gub “cook’ ‘uncooked"

266 Abstract Nouns. Abstract nouns may be formed with the sulfix uy (from
Tukish) or aba. For some nominals, abstract derivatives with both sulfixes
@-exist.

genli “child’ gend-luyi /genf-oba  childhood
askeri ‘army’ asker-luyi “atmy matters'
hunt® “hunting’
old bad-oba “old age®
pari “bad® piat-oba “badness”

17 Particles
Laz has two negatives particles. va ‘not’ and mo ‘don't. Both occur prever-

tally and form a prosodic nit with the verb such that phonological processes like

Kentical Consonant Deletion (1.4.2) and Dipluhongization (1.4.1) may apply (va

memim-i-Sol-u -=> [vaymiZolu] ‘he didn't help me”).
“There are other particles which are

ord. These include the conditional particle k'on (2.5.4),

eported specch partcles (such as yaXsee 3.4.2), and f,




28 Numerals

The Laz syste . The basi :
below,with dialet dilfrences noted where elevan, Laz has no specal foms
‘counting in the abstract.

Dialect Variants

1 '
2 Jur !
3 sum _l
4 ol 5
5wt i
6 s Vi-Ar-AL ali i
7 Bkt Vi-Ar-At H 1
8 owo !
9 cxoro/ covio M

0 i :

1n o vivoar r in MARR 1910)

12 vitomr Atina vitofur

13 vitewm

" vit'ootxo (also: vit'otxo) 1

15 vitomt :

16 vitoans (vitvosi in MARR 1910) H

17 viroRkvit VieAr-At vit'oskit

18 vit(o)ovio :

19 viro(n)aoro / vitonicxovro H

0 et i

30 eldovit {

3 cédovitoar

W el Atima Jureti

S0 humeldovit  Alina {

60 sumeneli ;

70 smeneddovit i

80 owxeneéi i

i



90 otxeneidovit
10 of

200 urof Atina Jurof
00 sumof
1000 Silys (Kanvelian vito3i is used, but more rarely)
10000 it Silya
The cardinal abaove may be i an.

When they ure used alone, as substantives, the cardinals which do not end in a
vowel receive a stem-final i, to which the case endings are added (fur- two of
em',sum-i=s ‘three of them-DAT", $kvit-i-k ‘scven of them-NAR').

d with the citcumfizes ma- __ ~a or ma- __ —an

Ordinals are forme
fist” ma-art-ani
ma-fur-a / ma-guc-ani
ma-sum-a / ma-som-ani
ma-oix-a / ma-otx-
‘ma-xut-a / ma-xut-ani
ma-vit-a / ma-
also formed from the
irst", Jur musi ‘second’, and 5o on). These formations

In some diz
plus mui (e.g. ar musi
ae quite limited in use, compared (0 those given above.

Derivatives from Numerals. Distributives (‘one 10 each’, two each) are
formed via reduplication and expressions “all x of them” are formed with the

“one to each" “both*
“wo 10 each’ “all three”
“three to each” “all five®
“ten 0 cach® “all ten®
“all hundeed”

‘a hundred 10 cach®



3. SYNTAX
3.1 Noun Phrase

A noun phrase is headed by a noun, a pronoun, or a substantivized adjec-
tive, participle, or numeral. Within the noun phease. the head may be preceded
by a determincr, possessive, quantifier, numeral, adjective. or adnominal noun
phrase (usually in the Genitive). usvally in that order. 1 s rare to have more tha
1wo constituents modifying the same head noun. The head may also be preceded
by a restrictive relative clause (34.3).

(1) @) ham e arkadaX-cpe (UM
a o friend-PL-NOM
“those two friends’

1.19725.4)

) Kimi maota skiri
my  fourh child-NOM
“my fourth chil

() am ko mieli kitab-epe
this. man-GEN all book-PL-NOM
“all the big books of this man"
W ar alwni-3i hemani (Kart 1L15547)
one gold-GE:! bath-NOM
‘one golden bath’
I
r0ad-NOM

‘the road to Batumi®

1is rare for anything but a possessive pronoun to follow the head. Thovgh
they may be preposed (ss in (61)b). possessve pronouns arc mos often pos-
posed. The tendency that occasion
ally. passessives pronouns may even follow a pastposition. (It is rare, but possbh
for a relaiive clause o follow its head (3.4.3)).

©2) @ da muli-s  u-cumer-s (Kart 1162.111)
sister s 2y-35G
“he says to .
(b) ko =goci-xun-u bozo oyine-muli  (Kart ILID3)
1356 §id-NOM  before-him

“lie sat the girl in front of himself*
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3.1 Number and Case. The plural of a noun is used when its referent is plural.

unless the noun is quantificd by a numeral of quaniifier. In such a case the head
y in the singular or plural in (61)

efers to time. Those nouns remain in the singular (sunt ndya ‘three

wnless
days).

Prepased modifiers show no agreement with the head noun in number or
ase. Substantivized adjectives, appearing without a head. show number agree-
ment with the (referent of the) “missing” head and take case endings.

(63) Fur Luta-lepe-s (DUMEZIL. 1937.1.1)
o little-PL-DAT
“(10) the two little anes™
A noun phrase may ist of conjoined nouns or The

st ending may appear on both conjuncts as in (64)a) or only on the fina!
nstituent (KARTOZIA 1971). as in (64Xb) and (c).

(©4) (@ Yoyoi-k  do zerdeva-k (Chik 1.68.27)
dog-NAR and  squirrel-NAR
‘the dog and the squirrel’
(b) i morderi bozo-pedo  bit'-epe-k
all grown  gid-PLand  boy-PL-NAR
“all grown-up boys and girs' (ZHGHENTI 1938.10.5)
(9) oo biti bere  doar bozo-te (Chik 1.24.11)

fourboy child  and one girl-INSTR
“with four sans and one daughter"
We find a similar in noun ph
pronouns: The case ending is added (o the final element of the noun phrase, the
ponoun.
€9 ) didi sifa mudi-i  oxori-s  (Kart 1.156.68)
big  brother- his-GEN house-DAT
in-law
"o [his older brother-in-taw] 's house
() nana  da(sie) baba  mufi-k  dido  bawm-r-es
mother and  father  his-NAR moch beat-IMPF-3PL
“his mother and father beat him a o' (ZHGHENTI 1938.216.5)




3.2 Basle Clause Structure

3.2.1 Verbs and Their Arguments. The number and cases of the core arguments

ina . A verb usually g ly
patern ich govern patiern are grouped i . Then
are four verb classes in Laz.10

(66) Laz Verb Classes and Valence Patterns
Direct Object  Indirect Object
i

Class 1: Now i
Nominative
Class 2:
Dative
Class3:
Daiive
Class4: Nominative
Examples
Clas | emu-k i do=Ear-u
35G-NAR 3SG-NOM  wite-35G
he wrote i”
Class | K'ulan-epe-s ar-ar tane  mackiind-cpe ko=mowd-u
woman-PL-DAT  one-one  finger ring-PL. PpuL-3SG
(Kart 1.154.41)
“hie put a ring on the finger of each woman®
Class2 bere go=ndun-u-n
child-NOM getlost-35G
“the child will get st
Class 3 bere-k i-mgar-s :
child-NAR <ry-35G :
“the child is crying’ !

Class3 bozo-pe do bit'-cpe-k
gil-PL and  boy-PL-NAR
‘the girls and boys cried for Khasan'

(ZHGHENTI 1938.10.5)
Classd emu-s ia u-non
35G-DAT 3SG-NOM want-35G

e wants it*
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‘The verbs in Class 1 are transitive; this is a very large class as it contains
‘most of the transitive verbs in the language. Most verbs in Classes 2 and 3 are
intransitive. They are fairly large classes, but | have no figures on relative size.
There arc a few transitive verbs in Class 3, which differ from Class 1 transiives in

that the direct object is optional.
0 (@) Clas3  bere-k i-ster-s
child-NAR play-35G
“the child is playing’
) bere—k burti i-ster-s
child-NAR ball-NOM  play-35G
“the child is playing ball

As shown in (66), the intransitive verbs of Classes 2 and 3 differ from each
ather in the case of their subjccts. We might note, though, that a fow Class 3
verbs occur with subject in either the Nominative or the Narrative (i~ster~s “he
pays', i-bgar-s *he crics’, i-nJir-s ‘he is lying down’, i-nEvir-s ‘he swims).

Another difference between verbs in Classes 2 and 3 involves Series
Markers: Most verbs of Class 2 have an intransitive formant ¢ of , which func-
| bons like a Series Marker, while most verbs of Class 3 have one of the Series
Markers listed in (47)a) (umiup, amlap. etc.
“Fhis difference in Series Markers conditions in tum 3 difference in third
person subject markers in the Present, since the distribution of markers depends.
o the previous segment (2.5.3). A further difference is scen in Series I, for

enly Class 1 and 3 vers have inverted forms of the old Series 11l (254). A
smmary of dif “lasses 2 and 3 is given i
HARRIS 1985.401); examples follow in (69).
) Clas?
Subjeet Case Nominative
Present stem Usually ends in a vowel
Subject Markers 162 Present ¢
3dSG Present  n
3t PL Present  nan
Series 11 Lack inverted forms of old Serics Il



Class3

Subject Case Narrative
Present stem Ends in a consonant
‘Subject Markers 182 Present ]

3rd SG Present 5
31d PLPrescnt  an
Series 1l Have inverted forms of old Series 111

‘you stay, remain’

Yur-u-r ‘youare dying'
mt'kob-u-r ‘you are hiding'

(b) Class 2 Verbs (with consonant-final Present Stem)

bar-s

it blows (of the wind)"
it shakes'

me =l-am-s
pacxal-ap-s
me=Can-s ‘it hangs'
Yan-s “he is slecping”
(©) Class3 Verbs

e sings"
perel-ap-s it (sheep) bleats'
lal-ups ‘it barks”
qur-ap-s “he yells'
bandal-ap-s he sways. staggers'
isters  he ploys’
Zalis-ep-s ‘e works'

i-xel-s “he is happy”
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Membership of a particular intransitive verb in Class 2 or Class 3 s ot
absolutely predictable from its meaning. though there are general tendencies.
Considering just ranstational cquivalence in Georgian and Einglish (in the
bsence of other more reliable cvidence iiemal 10 Laz). i secms to b the case
that most Class 3 verbs are activities semantically (see lists in KLIMOV 1976).
Class 2 verbs are more varied, bul include statives and passives (derived from
transitives), as well as some activi 10 HARRIS 1985:52-55 Class
2 verbs are semantically inactive, while Class ] verbs are active.

The P Dative )y a small group of
erbsin Clss 4, Inivect Verbs (2.5.3). The Dalive i dentified s the subject on
the basis of facts about number agreement, word order, and coondination. Some

Class 4 verbs b : they govern a Dative subject but no
Nominaive dirct abjec (though ird si arker is required
253)) (m-a-dandal-¢-1 " rembe’).

“Ihis valence governed by verbs of y
occur as inverted i 3) or old Series 1L i adentials)

(2:5.4). As discussed in 2.5, these verbs are conjugated by inversion. We see,
then, that a shift in the morphology of verb agreement corresponds 10 a shift in
the case o the core arguments of the verb. (HARRIS 1985.271-315 auributes
all three ypes 1o th ic rule of Inversian, whi

il subjects o suface,or il indirect objects)

18 the verb has anindirect object,normally n the Dative, it appears in the
Allative in inverted potential and old Serics 11 forms. These points are illus-
trated in (70) with old Series 1l forms.

(10) (@) Class 1
rezo-s puki n=u-fam-u-n  nana-a
Rezo-DAT na-u-PLNoM give-IEVID Nana-ALL
“Rezo (apparcnily) gave flowers to (his) mother'
(HARRIS 1985.240)

() Class2
dahapot'es he  kini-s v meu-xi-im-u-n
more never that  oldwoman-DAT ot come-IEVID
“that old woman never came agai

(Kart 11.174.11-12)
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() Class3
nana-s w-bir-u-n  skiri-3a (HARRIS 1985.241)
mother-DAT sing-IEVID  child-ALL.
the mother (apparently) san to (her) child"

Finally, in addition to the patterns noted above, verbs of motion and place-
ment often require an argument expressing the source. direction, or goal of the
motion o placement, though they do not govern a particular case or postpasi-
tion.
)

ok gid-u fka-s
fape lie-AOR waist-DAT
‘I ticd a rope around (his) waist”

322 Word Order. In simple clauses, unmarked word order is subjct—objeci—

verb, with indircct objects preceding direct objects. It is rare to have al three

oun phvase axuments rcsent n the same clause 38 separate consttlens. na
more are

context), which are not expressed overtly in the clause.

Immediate preverbal position is a pasition for focus or conirast. Any eom-
stituent may accur in thi position. if th semantics or pragmatics o the senicoes
call for it, unless it h pied by a negative or which
ahways oceur immedinely before the veb. (fboth are presen,as in anegaive
question, the interrogative word preceeds the negative.)

(2)@a) iy  Kaoba do iy paroba nena-k i-kom-5

all  goodness & all badnes (ongue-NAR  do-3SG
“it i the tongue that does all kinds of good things
and bad things'

®) andya rola va ren
tody Khoja ot be-3SG
“the Khoja won't be (here) today’

(© daha Ky gay  mod  mi-en-iy  (Kart 11.197.22)
more good food  wy make-1-25G-QUOT
“why did you make me an cven better dish? he asked

() &xom mota (<—motvar)  mow=i-yi-dort'un-ya
fish  why-not bring-2-1LEVID-QUOT
“why didn’t you bring fish?" (Kart 11.164.28)



323 Person and Number Agrecment. A finite verb shows agreement with the
ferson and number of the subject (with one set of agreement affixes) and the
erson of the direct o indirect object (with 2 second s, subject to the
wastcaints discussed in 2.5.3. 1 both a direet and an indirect object are present,
movert marker of agrecment with only one s passble. If one of the two objects
thi arises, because of the lack of overt agreement

. Dut,if both objg third person, there is a
lict, which may be rsolved by expresing the diret obct with 3 grammat
ally third person form using the noun f head" (wich does not have overt agrec-
ment). as in (73).

() baba skani-k man skani G nosi  oguu-Seni mo=m-E-u
faher your-NAR 1 2 head reason teach-for gave-35G-1
‘your father gave you (o me 1o teach® (Kart 1.165.43)
When hie subject i in the third person plural, number agreement is to
tome degree optional, in that cither the third person singular o plural agrecment
Wi may be used (ASATIANI 1974.14, DUMEZIL 1967.3). This is also the case
‘with conjuined nouns or noun pheases; they usually occur with a plural verb form,
bot may be used with a singular as well. Though the plural agreement suffixes
em 10 be preferred, the use of the singular is not considered bad or unaccept-
e,

1) @) K'ob-epe menda = xi"-u
man-PL leave-35G
“the men leli
() Kalafi-k do  mia-k sin  do=g-o-skirin-ap-s-ya

wind-NAR  and sin-NAR you  dry-35G-2-QUOT
“the wind and the sun wil dry you (up)’

(Chik 175.31)
(©) min Kuladi  kawgama=xi-es  do
sun wind  come.oul-3PL.
Yali do=skirin-cs (Chik 1.76.3)
river dry-3PL

the sun and the wind came out and completely dried up the ri

a5y




items, such sy
with 3 singular verb, but may also oceur with a plural onc (CIIKODAVA
1936.180).
@5 telli di-néxva-ce-nan

all destroy-IEVID-3PL

“all were (apparently) destroyed”
324 Adjuncts. Adjunets G 1 consii oppear
i “adjectives™ i I itic

Phrases, or noun phrases in any case: a variety of clausal adjuncts is also found.
Non-clausal adjuncts may appear in sentence initial position or betwecn any
sentence constituens, hough mast normally thy occu somewhere befae the

B

verb. ( i e.g..if the verb is in

in the clause, adjuncts may occur p bally). Time adj
cede place. Clausal adj the %
6) @ i ndya bitumi ¢'ana dumani  iyer-t'-u 3
everyday-NOM all  year-NOM fog-NOM _be-IMPF-35G {
(DUMEZIL 197262) |
“there was fog every day all year' 1
(® ma aci dula va  m-a-son-c-n  (ASATIANI 197462.1)'
1 now thing-NOM not do-1-35G (inverted potential) ,'

I can't do anything now"
© lazitani-s ofilu  dido zori
Lazisan-DAT  gotling  very  difficult
(DUM

‘married
“in Lazistan it is very difficult to get marricd”
(@ soci i-yibe-n  morderi  Eukani-te
meat-NOM  cook-35G  big pan-INSTR
“meat cooks in a big pan’ (Chik 11.9735)

3.2.5 Copular Clauses. The verb is obligatory in copular clauses. The subject
and the nominal constituent in the predicate (n NP or Adjective Phrase) are
Case. Predicate. nouns may optionally age in number |
with the subject, whilepredicae adjectves do nol. Unmarked word orde i
such ef i ?
or focused,

verb if the p
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@G man ‘xezmekyai v-oe (Kart 1.169.138)
1 serant-NOM  be-1
*lam a servant®

®  Ekimi bere-pe. mieli  didi  re-nan
my child-PL-NOM  all big  be-3PL
‘my ehildren are fully grown up'

© oxori re-n mive
house-NOM  be-3SG old
“the house is old"

13 Clause Coordination

1t is possible to conjoin two or more fnite clauses with the conjunction do
[sd" (sometimes edo of hoda). (The form do is also used in noun, adjective, and
[uverb coordination.) 11 there are more than two clauses, the conjunction may
wpear ch of them, though it i (0 have it only

e st two. In terms of word order, agreement, and other grammatical phenom:
laa, 2 conjoined clause is like a single clause.

In most instances. the conjoined clauses share a subject; i the subject
ety expeesed, it appears in the st conjunc, i th case required by ih frst
b1 There that the verbs the same

[mbiect case. In (78)(a). for example the first verb ‘sit” governs a Nominative sub-
[petand ‘drinkc’, a Narrative. Other types of coordination are illustrated in the
jeaiing exampes m‘m)

W) dido kol e-t-es do  um-r-es

many man TLANOM. St IMPILIPL. snd ik TMPF-3FL

‘many men were siting and drinking’

(Kart 11.173,30)
®) .. muk kama=xt-u Oxi-s cdo homdm=i-nfi-u
sl enter-3SG  house-DAT and lay.down-3SG.

* ... he went into the house and lay down”
| (Kart 1150.14)



© hemkolik-ti  id-u  do puli-¥  nena-%i
that $0-35G and cow-GEN
deuxenu  do kommeu-y-u (Kart 0
make-3SG-OV and  bring-3SG-OV
“that man went and made for him a dish of beef tongue and

brought it to him"
(@ lickol-hakol gomi-ck'ed-u do ren
there-here  look-1SG and be-35G

I looked ull over and there was no ox'
(Kart 11.164.33)
There is an additional kind of coordination in Laz. in which the logically
and temporally “first™ conjunct phus do ‘and'(S-1 below) occurs afer the second
conjunct (§-2).

() (ngeni)  nfa-s ko=yont - =-S2
call-NOM  tree-DAT
Eom-a-s-en-ya. do =Sl

€at{lICONJ-3SG)-FUTR-QUOT  and
will eat leaves (he thinks) and so he hung the calf in the tree*
(Kart 11.178.25)
‘We might note that i is very common (o simply string clauses together, with
o marker of coordination.
(B0)sufta do=xazi-u, komdomdg-v, txomi kowgemdg-u  sufra-s
table spread-SG 5et-35G fish  set-3SG table-DAT
“he spread the table(7cloth), set it, put fish down on the table”

Other coordinating conjunctions include ya —ya/yada ‘either — or" and ne
— e *neither — nor’, which appear at the beginning of cach conjoined clause,
and analliama “out” and ok ule ‘and then’, which appear in the first pasition i
the second clause,
@) ya qoma-fa  i-d-i,  ya-da  oxoi-s meda =ck'ed:
or field-ALL.  go-2 or house-DAT  look.after-2
“either go (o the field o look after the house”

(Chik 13631



4 Subordis
In this secti types of fini i Senten-
al subjects and objects (3.4.1), relative clauses (3.4.3), and adverbial dauses
0.4.4) (HARRIS 1988, CHIKODAVA 1936.184-6). Reported speech is discussed
342, Reduced clauses are treated in 3.5.

141 Clauses as Subject or Direct Objeet. It s very common to have a finite
s s dive objec, spocaly ih verbsofsyig. Though non-lausal
srect I the verb, ol often follow the
verb and are marked by the complementizer ki (CI in Atina), which is in final
fesition in the host clause. (This generally, but not necessarily, means that ki

il follow the main verb.) The particle ki is part of the intonation unit of the
i clause and s followed by a pause. “The internal structure of the object
duse (word order, agreement, verb morphology. eic.)is the same as that of a
wain clause (but see below renrdm( reported speech).

m2)() badi-k do=m-a-cX'ind-u
oldman-NAR uy-JSG-COMP 135G (Kart 11173.36)
“the old man said, 1 have become tired"

() u-w  Puvics  ngeni komgyok'oy-i. mv-

50y-35G fiule-DAT calf  1ie-3SG graze-3SG-1ICON)
“he said to the litle one: tie up the calf 5o he can graze’
(Kart 11.178.23)
(c) mgei-k:  amu-s opau b€ va  u-non-ya
for-NAR  3SG-DAT division ot wani-35G-QUOT
‘the fox (said) he doesa't want 1o share”
(Kart 1.149.8)
The izer may be omi i in such a case, the
b itself may be omitted (IHARRIS 1988), at least when it involves a verb of
oring ((B2)(c)).

‘With other verbs clausal direct objects may be marked by a different com-
ipementizer, na. In this case the complementizer na occurs within the object
dause itsell, in a position befure the verb. Unlike direct objects introduced by
I, clauses with na precede the verb.




®3) (a) si ma-na  gicum-c, va ogmam-i-a?  (Chik IL37.15)
2-QUOT 1-COMP speak-1-2 ot undersiand-2-QUES-QUOT
“don’t you understand that 1 am speaking (0 you?*
() ama  meli sefili ma o, Ko =mi-Eki
but  completely silly COMP  be-3SG
“but | do know that he was completely sily’
A subordinate lause can also have the form of an indisect question.
@) (@) ma mei-tkin, tkva  hado ti-meamei mot ye-t.
know-1  2PL s s why be-:
1 know why you are so sad" (Kart 1. mv)
Finite clauses may also function as subject, the subordinate status of the
clause being marked by the complementizer na, which appears in the subject
clause prosodically attached to the pre-verbal consiituent.
(®5) liya-na i-gal-u] kimi-Seni Kai  ye-n
3SG-COMP g0-35G me-for  good be-3SG
“that he left is good for me”
342 Direct obi in published L
most the speech of [ inLazis
generall ust ik direct speceh i terms of choice of shiers and tense wsel.
‘except (or the addition of a final paricle. “The particle yu (a after i), occasion-
ally deri, is used 10 render the speech of a third persan, 30 of a sccond person,
and ma of a first person (CHIKOBAVA 1936.186).
(86) @) tilki-k — nek'ma  va  gomm-ancKenyal  (ChikILIZS)
for-NAR door  not open-1-QUOT
“the fox (said). | can't open the door.
(v) Jendvani komoftar-ma  do  mendegionaten-ma
day-ater- come-1-QUOT and take-1-2-QUOT
tomorrow (KARTOZIA 197022
1 will come day after tomorrow and take you, | said"
e particle may be omitted, 38 in (62)(b).
343 Relalive Clauses. “The most productive relative clause construction in Laz
consists of 3 with no overt i ivi
phrase (a prenominal gapping stcategy). The complemes




)

wibally within the relative clause itself and the relativized nominal may fill onc.

of these functions (at least): subject. direct object, instrumental adverbial or loca-

e adverbial (in the Dative) (sce HARRIS 1988).

) @) padifayi-k  deu-Jox-u |gay ma u-xenamt-u) K'oli-s
ruler-NAR  call-3SG food COMP make-35G man-DAT
“the ruler called the man [who made the food for him]" *

(Kart 11.197.16)
() [haci na ogn-a—c} Sci  mcika meseli-s ko= nugam-s
now COMP hear-2-FUTR thing litle fairy  resemble-35G
tale-DAT
e thing [you wil hear now] resembles a litte bit
a fairy tale” (Kart 1L173.1)
©@ v mogiu (m prammer-i)  yei-s
not see-1 COMP  chop-I-IMPF  place-DAT

I can't find

in the place [(where) | was chopping) *
(Kart 11.198.10)

i i th a celati instead of a gap are
im ‘These clauses follow the head noun and are, I presume, a calque on
imilar elative clauses in Georgian. The relative pronoun takes several forms: It
‘ay consist of the complementizer na plus the intensive pronoun or be related to
acmesponding intesrogative pronoun.
(8) (2) ko=goyin-es he kEini,  [na-muk uikuri me = o]
remember-3PL. that old woman who-REL apple-NOM  gave-3SG
‘they remembered that old woman who gave them the apple”
(Kart 11173.18)
(b) vorsi Sei  [muya or-t™-u-k'o] siram-s  do imxor-s
00 thing what be-IMPF-3SG-COND see-35G  and €al-35G
he sces and cats good things which might be (available)”
' (QIPSHIDZE 1939.75.33)
(© Kolemi  [na-mutani-ten-ti ma p-Ear-op] ués  re-n
pen-NOM which-REL-INSTR | write-)  black be-35G
“the pen I'm writing with is black"
HARRIS 1988 has discussed a cleft construction, developed from the rela-
e clause consiruction, which she dubs 3 ‘top-heavy cleft’, because the copula
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and the focused noun phrase are not n the main clause 3 they ar in Engish
clefts, but in the subordinate clause. The function of
indicate a shift in topic or to introduce a new episode. Examples from HARRIS
1987 are given in (89).
89 () bee muli  na C-u,  a-xele-n  (ASATIANI 19744527)
child 35G-GEN COMP be-35G happy-35G
as for his child, he became happy"
) aneyi Kulani 0 ye-n.  kamgamiqon-u amu-k
one gl COMP  be-SG  bring-3SG  3SG-NAR
as for the girl, he brought her out

(ASATIANI 1974.16.37)
1lcadless Relative Clauses. Headless (or free) relative clauses occur fre-
quently in Laz; they may appear in any noun phrase function (subject, direct
object, possessive modifying a oun,indirect objec, cic) and usually have the
same d headed relatives minus the head, except that
the case ending which the head would bear is attached 10 the final constituct of
the refative clause, usually the finite verb (KARTOZIA 1968b).

Oceasionally, instead of a gap, headless relatives have an indefinite or inter-
rogative pronoun, with or without the preverbal complementicer na.

In (90) (2) and (b). the clause itself functions as subject of an iniransitive
and in (90c) as direct object; bath funciions are in the Nominative, which takes
o special ending. In (90Xd) and (¢) the clause is subject of a transitive (requir-
ing the Narrative) and indirect object (requiring the Dative). respectively. In
(900, it is the object of postpasition yeis “instead of* which governs the Genitive.
(See also (16), which contains 3 hcadless relative in the Genitive which s an
adnominal passessive.)

(90) (a) [xoJa-k-na ies)  dow) on-u  (Chik 118830)
Khoja-NAR-COMP s2y-3SG  trve  be-3SG
“{what the Khoja says] is true”
W) [min ma  musimani ig’-u] lazistani-s
who COMP Muslim  become-3SG Lazistan-DAT remain-3SG
“{whoever became Mustim] stayed in Lazistan'  (ASATIANI 1974.4.4)




() (na-mo =skid-a-s-en], do=b-t'axum-t (Chik 11.80.24)
COMP-remain-35G-FUTR  break-1-PL
“we will break [whatever remains|'
@ [kim na  Cu-k] ge=m-oktam-s. (Kart 11.178.34)
mine COMP be-NAR  wra-3SG-1
those (sorcows/affir)that are mine] kecp me busy'
= ‘my own problems keep me bus

(¢) artey--  na-tku-s. mafua—  na-wau-s,
one COMP-say-DAT second COMP-listen-DAT
atkva — Ekva orape-s  ma-uufasen-s

other. other. time-DAT
(speaker is distributing apples (a5 kudos)): ‘one to him who t0ld it

is story). the second to him who listened, the third (0 him who
listens another time* (Kart 1L174.14-15)
padiSayi-k  uc'- ma si henna  pari
nler-NAR say-35G 1 2 offall  bad
m gicvied yeis  daha k'ay gyay mot mixeni-ya?
COMP say-1-2-GEN instead more good food why make-2-1-QUOT
“The ruler said, “instead of [t said 10 you [make me the

worst of all] 1 said] why did you make me an even better

dish?™ = “instead of doing what 1 told you.

which was to make me the worst dish of all, why did you

make me an even better one?" (Kart 11197.22)

3

s very interesting that ive clauses can also bear the noun
pural suffix pe which the head would otherwise bear (CHIKOBAVA 1936.65,
DZIKIA 1967.377). In (91) pe is atached to the clause-final finite verb form.
e also (16)).

oo

i-pe]  domg-a-xenen-na ... (Chik 1162.27)
2-PL do-2-COMP
you can do [the things 1 told you]
144 Adverbial Clauses. In Laz most adverbial clauses are marked with clause-
2} subordinating conjunctions, which have their origin in posipositions or case
eadings. or with the previously mentioned complementizers na, ki, and ofi.
Occasionally other subordinating conjunctions. are found. Except for the
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presence of the izer indi
adverbial clauses are structurally fike main clauses. wil
agreement morphalogy. range of tenses, and so on. No constraints on cither

clause have be it d. Adverbial ck: most the main
clause, though they may mmauy follow.
Al least four L \cti o fi

junctions: they oceur frequently with fnite c: i
specific adverbial meaning, “Temporal adverbial clauses are formed by siei‘as
soon as, just when', Sakis ‘us er. when' and reason
adverbials by Seni ‘since, because”. “The suffix Kule ‘after” governs the Genitive
case: the other three govern the siem and are added directly t the fnite verb

il, as long as’, and K'ule

form. Clauses with Seni and steri contain a second complementizer. preverbal na;

the other adverbial clauses do not.

92)@) owrfa-na  i-d-u-steri Kimoli-k i-duSun-u

leave-35G-justas  husband-NAR  think-35G
“just as the wie Toft, the husband thoughs (Chik 137.1)

®) decdi mo  zdim ma sy %
sorrow dowt haw-2 1 alive  be-1-ICONJ-uniil
‘you won't have any problems as long as 1 am alive”

(QIPSHIDZE 1911.182)

(Chik 119.7)

© bere  Kitxeri-na v-u-Seni,
child  stwdied-COMP  be-3SG-because
“because the child was educated, ..
Theee other 1 conjuncii found, all wth
iants sis, s, is 19680)). and 3a. Their di
varies from dialect 10 dialect (.g. in Khopa 3i s frequent and si not used atall.
Some authors associate these markers with case endings of the Genitive, Dative,
and Altaive, KARTOZIA 1968b.867 noting that one of the oldest fonctions of

oy
wind  come-COMP  house much  shake-3SG
‘when the wind blows, the house shakes a lot*

(ZVIGHENTI 1938.200.20)



(b) vit'oorx <aneri
fourteen  year
Jumadi  Ei
uncle

-k'ala (Chik 1123.14)

ence. When na i in preverbal position. it cmnm a range of :dwmnl mean-
ings, but when na is encli verb, the clause is
(4) (a) yoberi do=yobar, ot'i pufi  mo  amitay

fence  close-2 COMP  cow

don't  comelout-3SG
“close the fence so that the cow can't get in’

(Chik 1115.30)
(b) mazuani dya-s-na tan-u, kisel-u ororfa
second  day-DAT-COMP  dawn-3SG getup-3SG  woman
“when it dawncd on the second day. the woman got up
(Chik 139.19)
ma mesg-far-e  (Chik 1124.5)
1 give-l-2-FUTR
“if you want a place, 1 wil give it 10 you'
Other inating conjuncti 4
While’, emuSeni (Vi-As-At hemuSeni) *because’ (more rarely hun—i / hum-ki
‘because’), egere-na
Other adverbia) clauses contain an adverbial pro-form, composed of the
exxresponding interrogative pronoun plus either suffixed na of i (s0-na ‘where',
mundes-na or mundes~ti ‘when’).
5 2) Incna-k mundes-ii K'aoba  zop‘on-s] nostoney re-n
tongue  when-REL goodness $y-35G tasty  be-35G
‘when the tongue says good things, it is tasty’

(Kart 11.197.24-25)



(b) andva ia  oxorfa  komp-Eop-a-t-i cgere-na,
today that  woman  catch-1-COND-II if
“if 1 had caught that woman today.

(Chik 17.1)
3.5 Reduced Clauses

‘The only type of reduced clause in Laz contains a verbal noun (or masdar)
(2.5.9) in place of a finite verb form. “The reduced clause functions as the object
of & postposition or of a small number of verbs (begin’ “want’. ‘know how 10,
etc)and in the case reqy
\erb. Verbal nouns in appropriste cases (such a Dative, Iniromental, Alive
also funetion as heads of adverbial adjuncts, appearing most frequently in the
Atative Case 3 head of adveial pupose lauses.

As for the tical selations d
verbal nouns, the direct object of a transitive and the subject of an intransitive
verb appear in cither the Genitive or the Nominative Case, the indirect objeet in
the Dative, (There is an inereasing tendency to use with verbal nouns the same
cases that would be used with the corresponding finite form.) The transitive
subject. cannot be expressed.

(96) (2) ko=gyo-E'k-u  nfa-3i vazu-s (Kart 11.198.6)
begin-35G wood-GEN  cut-MASD-DAT
he began to cat wood”
oxiu-5a
steal-
ter’s go steal pears, he
(©) ckai momalu-$a i-d-u-i
waler-NOM  bring-MASD-ALL  go-3SG-COMP
“when he went o get water” (Chik 1.60.17)

“Tie only possible vasiation in the form of the verbal noun itself involves the
presece o shscnc: af  prevns it llowio o eresian of s spocul

ied by the preverb. Other gr ' expressed by
fnite verb forms (agreement, tense, mood, e1c.) cannot be expressed in reduced
clavses.
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There scem to be no other types of redueed clauses in Laz. The use of
aniciples i limited. £.a2 has no other non-finite verbal forms such as infinitives
orabsalutes.
16 Causatives
The rule which forms causative verbs (2.6.1) has the effect of adling a
wbject (the causer) in the Narrative (o the valence of the verb. If the input verb
iniansiive,itssubject (whether it would have been Nominative or Narratve)
il appear as a Nominative dircet object in the corresponding causai
et object remains an indirect objeet and will be Dative. 11 the input verb is
transitive, the original direet object remains a direct object, while the subject
rect object in the Dative. If the input transitive verb has an
in the All the i i

Kobi o-yur-inap-s
3SG-NAR  man die-CAUS-35G
e is causing the man to die"
(®) Kobik bere o-mgar-inap-s
man-NAR  child ry-CAUS-35G
‘e man is making the child cry”
(c) nana-k K'oli-s. 2 o-kvat-apap-s

mother-NAR ~ man-DAT tree  cul-CAUS-3SG
*mother makes the man cut the tree”

@ nana-k bee-s srkadifi-Su uikui ko=n=o--upap-s
mother-NAR ~ child-DAT friend-ALL apple ~give-CAUS-3SG
‘mother makes the child give the apple (0 her friend"

(also: arkaditi-s ‘fricnd-DAT’)
(¢) baba-k  mama-s bee-sbee-

s dombon-ap-u

(Kart 11173.21)

“I won't let you (PL) have a weddis
Escept for the nominal in the Allative, which controls no agreement in the verb,
the ather nominals of a causative trigger agreement as described in 2.5.3. As can
be seen from (97X, causatives in Laz allow a permission reading.




3.7 Reflexives and Reciprocals

Virtually nothing has been reported about the syntax of reflexives of reci-
procals in Laz. There is no special reflcsive pronoun, though MARTIROSOVI
1964:109 and MARR 1910:27 report that i olherwise, head) may occasionally
be used us a reflexive, simil i. They give vples or furher
details and 1 have ci is gi

(98). I is mot clear whether such consiructions are part of Laz grammar or simply
wanslations from Georgian.

(%) u

avilop L kill myselr

The lack of a special reflexive can be seen (0 relate (0 the fact that another
construction in 1.z s wsed (o express co-reference between subject and object or
between 1wo objects, namely version (2.5.6). There is no special pronoun in Laz
for expressing 3 coreferential passessor, such as Georgian avisi.

Examples of the Laz reciprocal pronoun are given in (99).

(99)(a) bee-pe-tkvani-k  zoi-ten Siy-an  anikati-ya
clild-PL-2PL-NAR  dificulty- see-3PL  each.other-QUOT
INSTR (Kort 1L1M.22)
“your ehitdren will only see cach other with difficulty”
() monéva do  Eulu-lepe anik'ati-s ko=n=u-k-u
hen  and chick-PL  eachother-DAT  tie-3SG
“he tied the hen and chicks to each other’
(Chik 1372-3)
Question Formation

Yes-No Questions. A yes-1o question may be conveyed by intonation
alone or by the question particle i. In a constituent containing a verb, the | must
appe:rmllunmlmwllmymﬂmmmwdllwdmmlm
The question particle but may be

the question is part of the quote. In (100)b) it i also olloved by  causer
ot conjunction.

(100)(a) ngeni-k dowmyu-i? (Kart 11.178.27)
alf graz-QUES
*did the calf graze?”



® “nama-s wa do=bon-i-i-ya?"-$a  (Kart 11.178.28)
mother-DAT  body wash-2- oum.ouorr—com
“when (he asked) "did you wash mother?" .

(@) didi-i? “the older one?"

(asin. e.g.. “did you say the older one?”)

Laz has a second question forman, 108, which functions like Georgian

not  do-2-QUES
‘you didn't do that, did you?"
Content Questions. When information about a specific constituent is
Iovght, interrogative words particular to the constituent are used (see 2.3.5). ‘The
o P e it

tere is one). Thy and an interrogative word d

‘Content questions have falling intonation.

bicti-s  muSeni atxoz-i? (Kart 1.164.24-5)
boy-DAT why  throw.out-2

ye-n
be3SG  this  boy-NOM
“who is this boy?"
19 Negation

Clause-level negation is achicved by the negative particle va (in Khopa,
5o var), which appears immediately before the verb, prosodically attached o it.
Aording to KARTOZIA p.c. va is considered part of the verb for purposes of
'.,pﬁu ion of phonological rules such as Identical Consonant Deletion (1.4.2).
(IIDKA)MIH skani v yw-elee-n (Chik 1.5.25)
| faher your ot  die-3SG-IEVID

‘your father (apparently) didn’t die”

(Kart 1.164.25)

® va  memm-a-teu --> vaymatu
not  give-1-3SG
I couldn't give it 1o him"
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ibit pr mo *don't, which
Laz has no negative pronouns. Privitives are discussed in 2.6.5.
(W4)  daha mo g-o-Skuynet-an  (Kart 11.174.7)
more don't  belafraid-2-PL.
*don't be afraid any more”
3.10 Comparaive Consiructlons
Comparatives in Laz are expressed periphrastically. The object of compar

- the Ablative case, Superlatives are expressed by henni ‘ol
alr
(105)a) sia  oxori  ia oxori-fen  didi  re-n
this houss  that  house-ABL big  be-35G
“this house is bigger than that house
(b) dahatoca do daha  nostoney ive-n  (Kart11.19725)
moreswect and more  tasty  be-3SG
“it will be more sweet and more tasty’
() henni  nostoney mu  re-n,  domme-i-xen-iys

ofall sy  what  be-3SG  make-2-1-QUOT
*make for me what is tastiest of all"
(Kant 11197.17)
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NOTES
1. This section is based on KIZIRIA 19805, who worked with Khopa speakers
from Sarpi. The ottier dialeets may differ in phonetic detail. See also
ZHGI "ZN’ 1953,
1 the same phonation
e (6. p'k* are harmonic and bt of (g are not). A harmonic cluster is deces-

sive i the place of articulation goes from (ront to back in the mouth (bg. &
are decessive hanmonic clusters, while gb, k¥ are not).

3 ZUGHENTI 1953.121-49 discusses many other examples of assimilation
which do not represent regular phonological processes. They are instances of
sporadic changes in the forms of words.

L The numeral ar ‘one often functions like an indefinite article (ar k'o%i ‘one
man’, ‘a man’

4 Laz declension is discussed in CHIKOBAVA 1936.43-85. KLIMOV 1960,

| DUMEZIL. 1967.2-6. The analysis here differs from KLIMOV 1960 and
CHIKOBAVA 193649, who consider stem-final i and some stem-final -¢'s

1o be Nominative case markers. Since these vowels are present in all cases,

| they are considered here as part of the stem.

‘ 1936.48 reports that Altative, the Ablative

being used in its place. Kariozia, however, informs me that the two cases are
kept distinct: Speakers who have an Allative with -Ze, consistently have an




Ablative in ~$en. It is the accasional application of N-Deletion which gives
e appearance of collapse of the two forms.

uently cited texts are abbreviated as follows:

Kart 1 texts from KARTOZIA 19682

Kart Il texts from KARTOZIA 1972

Chik 1 1exis from CHIKOBAVA 1929

Chik 11 texts from CHIKOBAVA 1936 (second pan)
Infrequently cited texts are referenced in full. s refer (o page number
aml line number, except for KARTOZIA 1970 and ASATIANI 1974, which
give text number and line number and DUNEZIL. 1972, which gives text
number and clause number. Unatiributed examples were elicited by the
author.

Notall morphemes have been segmented in all examples. though the
case marker for nominals and subject marker for verbs are set off with dashes
and glossed. (Nouns for
are set off from the rest of the verb with * = °, but not glossed. Oceasionally
information is provided in the gloss line which does not correspond to any
particular segmented morpheme (such as the name of the tense-mood form,
¢.g. ICONJ for Conjunctive 1. 1ICONJ for Conjuncive 11, IEVID for the
Evidential 1, and 50 n). 1 more than one argument is marked in 3 verb,
they are given in the gloss in this order: (notional) subject. object. A period

the gloss connects words which are not separated in the original (c.g. the
word badi i glossed “oldman).

ic are nol expressed

8 i
morphlogicall in L, hawsiey mst be deied siactically (et wi

°

the Narrative Nominative), s a matier
of the meaning of the lexical root, There are mfpmal negative or intemog-
ative verb forms in Laz.

Although CHIKOBAVA 1936.69-70 caims that if the modificr
both the modifie and the head ae infeced for case. this s cerainly not e

of . Indicative of
10 endemy for mominol odings to bocome phrasal aiscs, ples ik
(i) where both nouns are understood as having plural referents, bu

only one plural marker.
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@ mustimani do  gur}-epe (QIPSHIDZE 1939.73.32)
Musiim  and Georgian-PL
“Muslims and Georgians®
10 Laz is unlike the other Kartvelian languages in that a verb governs the same
valence patten in all tense-aspect forms, except for those of the old Serics
0. Derivatives of the same lexical root may appear in different classes.
11.In the rare case that the subject noun phrase appears in the second conjunct,
it will be in the case required by the second verb, as in (). (The verb ‘curse™
in Laz governs the Narrative and ‘ery’, for this speaker. the Nominative.)
do oo meyol-u  oxorfak
and  again  curse-3SG  wile-NAR
“the wife cried and cursed again

(Chik 11.17.12-3)
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